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Lux, xvi. 31. 


And be ſaid unto him, If they hear not 

Maſes and the prophets, neither will 

they be perſuaded, though one ſhould 
riſe from the dead. 


THESE words are the concluſion 
; of the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus; the deſign of which 
was to ſhew us the neceſſity of con- 
ducting ourſelves, by ſuch lights as 
| Gop had been pleaſed to give us: the 
ſenſe and meaning of the patriarch's 


final determination in the text being 
"VOL. CV. B 


2 SERMON VIII. 
this, That they who will not be per- 
ſuaded to anſwer the great purpoſes of 
their being, upon ſuch arguments as 
are offered to them in ſcripture, will 
never be perſuaded to it by any other 
means, how extraordinary ſoever; — If 
they hear not Moſes and the prophets, 
neither will they be perſuaded, though 
one ſhould riſe from the dead: — 
—Riſe from the dead! To what 
purpole ? What could ſuch a mefſen- 


ger propoſe or urge, which had not 
been propoſed and urged already ? 
the novelty or ſurpriſe of fuch a viſit 
might awaken the attention of a cu- 
rious unthinking people, who ſpent 
their time in nothing elſe, but to hear 
and tell fome new thing ; but ere the 

wonder was well over, ſome new won 


> , 
” 


SERMON VIII. 3 


der would ſtart up in its room, and 
then the man might return to the dead 
from whence he came; and not a ſoul 
nike one inquiry about him. ; 
— This; I fear, would be the 


concluſion of the affair. Bur to bring 
this matter ſtill cloſer to us, let us 


imagine; if there is nothing unworthy 
in it, that God, in compliance with a 
curious world,. — or from a better 
motive. in compaſſion to a ſinful 
one, ſhould vouchſafe to ſend one from 
the dead, to call home our conſcience 
and make us better Chriſtians, better 
citizens, better men, and better ſer- 
vants to Gop than what we are. 
Now bear with me, I beſeech you, in 
framing ſuch an addreſs, as I imagine; 


would be moſt likely to gain our 
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4 SERMON VIII. 


attention, and conciliate the heart to 


what he had to ſay: the great chan- 
nel to it, is Intereſt, — and there he 
would ſet out. | 


He might tell us (after the moſt 
indiſputable credentials of whom he 
ſerved), That he was come a meſſen- 
ger from the great Gop of Heaven, 
with reiterated propoſals, whereby 
much was to be granted us on his ſide, 
and ſomething to be parted with 


on ours : but that, not to alarm us, 
———?'twas neither houſes, nor land, 


nor poſſeſſions; —'twas peither wives, 


or children, or brethren, or ſiſters, 


1 


which we had to forſake ;——no one 


rational pleaſure to be given up; 


no natural endearment to be torn 


from 


* 
* 


SERMON VIIL 5 


In a word, he would tell us, 
Me had nothing to part with but 
what was not for our intereſts to keep, 
and that was our Vices; which 
brownlls death and miſery to our 
doors, 


He would go on, and prove it by 
a thouſand arguments, that to be tem- 
perate and chaſte, and juſt and peace- 
able, and charitable and kind to one 


another,. — was only doing that for 


CnrisT's ſake, which was moſt for 
our own; and that were we in a ca- 
pacity of capitulating with Gop upon 
what terms we would ſubmit to his 


government, — he would convince 


us, twould be impoſſible for the wit 


of man to frame any propoſals more 
for our preſent intereſts, than to lead 
B 3 
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6 SERMON VIII. 
an uncorrupted life—— to do the thing 
which is lawful and right, and lay ſuch 
reſtraints upon our appetites as are for 
the honour of human nature, and the 
refinement of human happineſs, 
When this point was made out, 
and the alarms from Intereſt got over 
the ſpectre might addreſs him- 
ſelf to the other paſſions— in doing 
this, he could but give us the moſt 
engaging ideas of the perfections of 
G0 — or could he do more, than 
impreſs the moſt aweful ones, of his 
majeſty and power — he might re- 
mind us, that we are creatures but of 
a day, haſtening to the place from 
whence we mall not return — that 
during our ſtay, we ſtood accountable 


to this Being, who, tho' rich in mer- 


SERMON VIII. 7 
cies, — yet was terrible in ki judg- 
ments that he took notice of all 
our actions —rhat he was” about 

our paths, and about our beds, and 
| ſpied out all our ways; and was fo 
pure in his nature, that he would pu- 
niſh even the wicked imaginations of 
the heart, and had appointed a day; 
wherein he would enter into this ins 
| quiry. — — 
He might — 

But what? —— with all the eloquence 
of an inſpired tongue, What could he 
add or ſay to us, which has not been 
ſaid before? ? The experiment has been 
tried a thouſand times upon the hopes 
and fears, the reaſons and paſſions of 


men, by all the powers of nature 
* 


8 SERMON VIII. 
the application of which has been ſo 
great, and the variety of addreſſes ſo 
unanſwerable, that there is not a 
greater paradox in the world, than that 
ſo good a religion ſhould be no better 
recommended by its profeſſors. 
The fact is, mankind are not al- 
ways in a humour to be conyinced,— 
and ſo long as the pre- engagement 
with our paſſions ſubſiſts, it is not ar- 
gumentation which can do the buſi- 
neſs ;—we may amuſe ourſelves with 
the ceremony of the operation, but 
we reaſon not with the proper faculty, 
when we ſee every thing in the ſhape 
and colouring in which the treachery 
of the ſenſes paint it: and indeed, 
were we only to look into the world, 


SERMON VIII. 
and obſerve how inclinable men are to 
defend evil, as well as to commit it, 
one would think, at firſt ſight, 


they believed, that all diſcourſes of 


religion and virtue were mere matters 
of ſpeculation, for men to entertain 
ſome idle hours with; and conclude 
very naturally, that we ſeemed to be 
agreed in no one thing, but ſpeaking 


well, —and acting ill. But the trueſt 


comment is in the text, — f = bear 
not Moſes and the prophets, & c. 

If they are not brought over to the 
intereſts of religion upon ſuch diſco- 


veries as Gop has made- 


enabled them to make, they will ſtand 
out againſt all evidence: ——in vain 
ſhall one riſe for their conviction; 
was the earth to give up her dead— 


or has 
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10 SERMON VIII. 
*twould be the ſame ; every man 
would return again to his courſe, and 
the ſame bad paſſions would produce 
the ſame bad actions to the end of the 
world. 

This is the principal leſſon of the 
parable ; but I muſt enlarge upon the 
whole of it becauſe it has ſome 
other uſeful leſſons, and they will beſt 
preſent themſelves to us as we go 
along. 

In this parable, which is one of the 
moſt remarkable in the goſpel, our 
SAVIOUR repreſents a ſcene, in which, 
by a kind of contraſt, two of the 


| moſt oppoſite conditions that could be 
brought together from human life, are 
paſs'd before our imaginations, 


| to happineſs 


SERMON VIII. art 


o 


The one, a man exalted above the 
level of mankind, to the higheſt pin- 


nacle of proſperity to riches —— 
I ſay, happineſs, —— 


in compliance with the world, and on 


a ſuppoſition, that the poſſeſſion of 
riches muſt make us happy, when the 
very purſuit of them ſo warms our 
imagination, that we ſtake both body 
and ſoul upon the event, as if they 
were things not to be purchaſed at too 


dear a rate. They are the wages of 


wiſdom.— as well as of folly. 
Whatever was the caſe here, is beyond 
the purport of the parable—— the 
ſcripture is filent, and ſo ſhould we ; 


it marks only his outward condition, 
by the common appendages of it, in 
the two great articles of Vanity and 
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12 SERMON VIII. 


Appetite : —to gratify the one, he 


was clothed in purple and fine linen : 


to ſatisfy the other, 


fared ſumptu- 
ouſly every day; — and upon every 
thing too - we'll ſuppoſe, that cli- 


that luxury 
could invent, or the hand of ſcience 
could torture. . 
Cloſe by his gates is . an 
object whom Providence might ſeem 
to have placed there, to cure the pride 
of man, and ſhew him to what 


wretchedneſs his condition might be 


brought: a creature in all the ſhip- 


wreck of nature, 


helpleſs, —un- 
in want Wy: friends, in want 


done 
of health——and in want of every 
thing with them which his diſtreſſes 


cCalled for. 


S ERMON VIII. 13 


In this ſtate he is deſcribed as deſir- 
ing to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man's table; and 


tho' the caſe is not expreſsly put, that 


he was refuſed ; yet as the contrary is 


not affirmed in the hiſtorical part of 


the parable, —or pleaded after by 
the other, that he ſhewed mercy to the 


miſerable, we may conclude his re- 


queſt was unſucceſsful like too 


many others in the world, either ſo 


high lifted up in it, that they cannot 


look down diſtinctly enough upon 


the ſufferings of their tellow-creatures, 
—— or by long ſurfeiting 1 in a conti- 


nual courſe of banqueting and good 


cheer, they forget there is ſuch a diſ- 


temper as hunger, in the catalogue of 
human infirmities. | 


144 SERMON VII. 

Overcharged with this, and per- 
haps a thoufand unpitied wants in a 
pilgrimage through an inhoſpitable 
world,the poor man ſinks ſilently under 
his burden. But, good Gob ! whence 
is this? Why doſt thou ſuffer theſe 
hardſhips in a world which thou haft 
made ? Is it for thy honour, that one 
man ſhould eat the bread of fulneſs, 


and ſo many of his own ſtock and 


lineage eat the bread of ſorrow ?— 
That this man ſhould go clad in pur- 
ple, and have all his paths ſtrewed 
with roſebuds of delight, whilſt fo 
many mournful paſſengers go heavily 
along, and paſs by his gates, hang- 


ing down their heads? Is it for thy | 


Glory, O Gop! that ſo large A ſhade 
of miſery ſhould be ſpread acroſs thy 
1 | 


SERMON VIII. 15 
works? — or, Is it that we ſee but a 


part of them? When the great chain 
at length is let down, and all that has 


held the two worlds in harmony 18 


ſeen; — when the dawn of that day 


approaches, in which all the diſtreſſ- 


ful incidents of this Drama ſhall be 
unrave'd;—— when every man's caſe 
ſhall be reconſidered, — then wilt 


thou be fully juſtified in all thy ways, 
and every mouth ſhall be ſtopped. 
Aſter a long day of mercy, miſ- 


ſpent in riot and uncharitableneſs, the 


rich man died alſo:— the parable 
adds,—and was buried ; — Buried 


no doubt in triumph, with all the ill- 


timed pride of funerals, and empty 


_ decorations, which worldly folly is apt 


to proſtitute upon thoſe occaſions. 
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16 SERMON VIII. 

But this was the laſt vain ſhow; 
the utter concluſion of all his epicu- 
rean grandeur; the next is a ſcene 
of horror, where he is repreſented by 
our SAVIOUR, in a ſtate of the utmoſt 
miſery, from whence he is ſuppoſed to 
lift up his eyes towards heaven, and 
cry to the 9 Abraham for 
mercy. £36 

And Abraham ſaid, Son, remember 
that thou in thy life-time receivedſt thy 
good things. 
That he had received his . 


things, —'twas from heaven, 


and 
could be no reproach: with what ſeve- 
rity ſoever the ſcripture ſpeaks againſt 
riches, it does not appear, that the 
living or faring ſumptuouſly every 
day, was the crime objected to the 
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rich man; or that it is a real part 
of a vicious character: the caſe might 
be then, as now: his quality and ſta- 


tion in the world might be fuppaſed 


ro be ſuch, as not only to have juſ- 
tified his doing this, but, in general, 
to have required it without any impu- 


tation of doing wrong; for differences 


of ſtations there muſt be in the world, 
which muſt be ſupported by ſuch 


marks of diſtinction as cuſtom im- 


poſes. The exceeding great plenty 
and magnificence, in which Solomon 
is deſcribed to have lived, who had 
ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of 
the paſtures, and a hundred ſheep, 


| beſides harts and roebucks, and fal- 


low deer, and fatted fowl, with thirty 
Vor. IV, C 
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iS SERMON VIII. 

meaſures of fine flour, and three-ſcore 
meaſures of meal], for the daily pro- 
viſion of his table all this is not 
laid to him as a ſin, but rather re- 


marked as an inſtance of God's bleſſ- 


ing to him; — and whenever theſe 


things are otherwiſe, tis from a waſte- 


ful and diſhoneſt perverſion of them 
to pernicious ends, — and oft-times, 
to the very oppoſite ones for which 
they were granted, — to glad the 


heart, to open it, and render it more 


kind 


And this ſeems to have been th 


ſnare the rich man had fallen into — 
and poſſibly, had he fared leis ſump- 
tuouſly, — he might have had more 


cool hours for reftection, and been 


1 


SERMON VIII, 19 


better diſpoſed to have conceived an 
idea of want, and to have felt com- 
paſſion for it. | 

And Abraham ſaid, Son, remember 
that thou in thy life-time receivedſt thy 
good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
things. — Remember! ſad ſubject of 
recollection! that a man has paſſed 


through this world with all the bleſſ- 


ings and advantages of it, on his ſide, 
favoured by Gop Almighty with 
riches befriended by his fellow- 
creatures in the means of acquiring 
them, aſſiſted every hour by the 


ſociety of which he is a member, in 
the enjoyment of them to remem- 
ber, how much he has received, —— 
how little he has beſtowed, — that 
he has been no man's friend, —no 
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5 SERMON VII. 


one's protector, — no one's benefac- 


— 


' tor, — bleſſed Gop !1— 


Thus begging in vain for himſelf, 
he is repreſented at laft as interceding 
for his brethren, that Lazarus might 
be ſent to them to give them warning, 
and ſave them from the ruin which he 
had fallen into ;- They have Moſes 
and the prophets, was the anſwer of 
let them hear them ; 


the patriarch, 


but the unhappy man 1s repreſented, 


as diſcontented with it; and till per- 
ſiſting in his requeſt, and urging, 
Nay, father Abraham, but if one went 


from the dead, they would repent. 


He thought ſo but Abra- 
ham knew otherwiſe : — And the 


grounds of the determination, I have 


explained already, — ſo ſhall proceed 


SERMON VIII. 21 


to draw ſome other concluſions and 
leſſons from the parable. 


And firſt, our Saviovk might fur- 
cher intend to diſcover to us by it, the 
dangers to which great riches naturally 
expoſe mankind, agreeably to what is 
eſewhere declared, how hardly ſhall 
they who have them, enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven. 

The truth is, they are often too 
dangerous a bleſſing for Gop to truſt 
us with, or we to manage: they ſur- 
round us at all times with eaſe, with 
nonſenſe, with flattery, and falſe 
friends, with which thouſands and ten 


thouſands have periſhed: —— they are 
apt to multiply our faults, and treach- 


er ouſly to conceal them from us; 


they hourly adminiſter to our tempta- 
C'3 
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> SERMON VII. 
tions; — and neither allow us time 
to examime our faults, or humility to 


repent of them :—nay, what is ſtrange, 


do they not often tempt men even to 


covetouſneſs? and tho' amidſt all the 
ill offices which riches do us, one 
would laſt ſuſpect this vice, but rather 
think the one a cure for the other; yet 


ſo it is, that many a man contracts his 


ſpirits upon the enlargement of his 


fortune, and is the more empty for 
being full. 

But there is leſs need to preach 
againſt this: we ſeem all to be haſten- 
ing to the oppoſite extreme of luxury 
and expence : we generally content 
ourſelves with the ſolution of it ; and 
ſay, Tis a natural conſequence of 
trade and riches—and there it ends, 


SERMON VIII. 2g 
By the way, I affirm, there is a 
miſtake in the account; and that it is 
not riches which are the cauſe of lux- 
ury, but the corrupt calculation of 
the world, in making riches the ba- 


lance for honour, for virtue, and for 


_ every thing that is great and good, 


which goads ſo many thouſands on 
with an affectation of poſſeſſing more 
than they have, — and conſequently 


of engaging in a ſyſtem of expences 
they cannot ſupport. 


In one word, 'tis the neceſſity of 


appearing to be ſomebody, in order to 


be ſo 
This leads us to another leſſon in 


which ruins the world. 


the parable, concerning the true uſe 
and application of riches ; we may be 


{ſure from the treatment of the rieh 
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24 SERMON VIII.. 
man, that he did not employ thoſe 
talents as God intended. 


How Gop did intend them, - may 


as well be known from an appeal to 


your own hearts, and the inſcription 
you ſhall read there, — as from any 
chapter and verſe I might cite upon 
the ſubject. Let us then for a mo- 


ment, my dear auditors! turn our eyes 


that way, and conſider the traces which 


even the moſt inſenſible man may 


have proof of, from what he may per- 


ceive ſpringing up within him from 
ſome caſual act of generoſity; and 


tho” this is a pleaſure which properly 


belongs to the good, yet let him try 


the experiment; ——let him comfort 
the captive, or cover the naked with 


a garment, and he will feel what is 


SERMON VII. 235 
meant by that moral delight ariſing 
in the mind from the conſcience of a 
humane action. | | 

But to know it right, we muſt call 
upon the compaſſionate ;z—_——Cruelty 


gives evidence unwillingly, and feels 


the pleaſure but imperfectly; for this, 


like all other pleaſures, is of a relative 


nature, and cotifequently the enjoy- 
ment of it requires ſome quahfica- 
tion in the faculty, as much as the 
enjoyment of any other good does; 
there muſt be ſomethingantecedent in 
the diſpoſition and temper which will 


render that good,. —a good to that 
individual; otherwiſe, tho? *tis true it 


may be poſſeſſed, — yet it never can 


be enjoyed. 
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26 SER MON: VII. 

_ Conſider how difficult you would 
find 1t to convince a nuſerly heart, that 
any thing 1s good, which 1s not pro- 
firable ? or a libertine one, that any 
thing is bad, which is pleaſant ? 

Preach to a voluptuary, who has 
modelled both mind and body to no 
other happineſs but good eating and 
drinking, — bid him tafte and ſee how 
good Ged is: — there is not an invi- 
tation in all nature would confound 
him like it. 

In a word, a man's mind muſt be 
like your propoſition, before it can he 
reliſhed ; and 'tis the reſemblance be- 
tween them, which brings over his 
judgment, and makes him an evidence 
on your ſide. | 


SERMON VIII. 27 


T is therefore not to the cruel, -—— 


tis to the merciful; to thoſe who 


rejoice with thoſe that rejoice, and 


weep with them that weep, — that 
'tis to the 


we make this appeal : 
generous, the kind, the humane, that 
I am now to tell the ſad * ſtory of the 
fatherleſs, and of him who hath no 
helper, and beſpeak your almſgiving 


in behalf of thoſe, who know not how 


to aſk for it themſelves. 
What can 1 ſay more ? 


IT 


is a ſubje& on which I cannot inform 


your judgment — and in ſuch an 


audience, I would not preſume to 


practiſe upon your paſſions : let it ſuf- 


fice to ſay, that they whom Gop hath 
bleſſed with the means, 


and for 


Charity Sermon at St. Andrew's, Holborn, 


* 
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whom he has done more, in bleſſing 
them likewiſe with a diſpoſition ; have 
abundant.reaſon to be thankful to him, 
as the author of every good gift, for 


the meaſure he has beſtowed to them 


of both: 'tis the refuge againſt the 
ftormy wind and tempeſt, which he 
has planted in our hearts; and the con- 
ſtant fluctuation of every thing in this 
world, force all the ſons and daughters 
of Adam to ſeek ſhelter under it by 
turns. Guard it by entails and ſettle- 
ments as we will, the moſt affluent 
plenty may be ftripp'd, and find all 
its worldly comforts like ſo many 
withered leaves dropping from us; 


—the crowns of princes may be 
ſhaken; and the greateſt that ever 
awed the world, have looked back 


t 
| 


SERMON VIII. 2g 


and moralized upon the turn of the 
wheel. 
That which has nai to one, 


may happen to every man; and 


therefore that excellent rule of our 
SAav1ovR, in acts of benevolence, as 


well as every thing elſe, ſhould go- 
vern us; — That whatſoever ye would 


that men ſhould do to you, do Je a 2 


unto them. 

HFaſt thou ever laid upon the bed of 
languiſhing, or laboured under a diſ- 
temper, which threatened thy life? 
Call to mind thy ſorrowful and pen- 
five ſpirit at that time, and ſay, What 
it was that made the thoughts of 
death fo bitter :—if thou hadſt chil- 
dren, —I affirm it, the bitterneſs of 
death lay there if unbrought up, 

I 


* 
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and unprovided for, What will be- 
come of them? Where will they find 
a friend when I am gone, who will 


ſtand up for them, and plead their 


cauſe againſt the wicked ? 
— hleſſed Gop ! to thee, who art 


a father to the fatherleſs, and a huſ- 
band to. the widow, I intruſt them. 
. Haſt thou ever ſuſtained any conſi- 
derable ſhock in thy fortune? or, Has 


the ſcantineſs of chy condition hurried 
thee into great ſtraits, and brought 
thee almoſt to diſtraction; Conſider 
what was it that ſpread a 1 in that 
wilderneſs of thought, —— who made 


thy cup to overflow ? Was it not a 


friend of conſolation who ſtepped in, 


 —— ſaw thee embarraſſed with ten- 


der pledges of thy love, and the part- 


F's (nd — 
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ner of thy cares, — took them un- 


der his protection? —— Heaven! thou 


wilt reward him for it; — and freed 
thee from all the terrifying apprehen- 
fions of a parent's love, 

—— Haſt thou 

— But how ſhall I aſk a queſtion 
which muſt bring tears into ſo many 
eyes? — Haſt thou ever been wounded 
in a more affecting manner ſtill, by the 
loſs of a moſt obliging friend, —or been 
torn away from the embraces of a 
dear and promiſing child by the ſtroke 
of death ?- 


nature droops at it—but nature is the 


bitter remembrance ! 


ſame in all condittons and lots of lite. 
— A child thruſt forth in an evil 


hour, without food, without raiment, 


bereft of inſtruction, and the means 
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of ats falyation, is a ſubje& of more 
tender heart-aches, and will awaken 
every power of nature :——as we 
have felt for ourſelves, — let us feel for 
CuRIST's ſake—let Us feel for theirs: 
and may the Gop of all comfort bleſs 
you! Amen: 


0 S 


8 


SERMON IX. 
P RI D E. 


Lokk, xiv. 10, 11. 
But thou, when thou art bidden, go and 
fit down in the loweſt room, that when 
he that bad thee cometh, he may ſay to 
thee, Friend, go up higher ; then ſhalt 
| thou have worſhip in the preſence of 
them who fit at meat with thee : for 
whoſoever exalteth himſelf, ſhall be 
abaſed; and he that humbleth him- 
ſelf, ſhall be exalted. 


IT. is an exhottation of our Savi- 
ouk's to Humility, addreſſed by 


way of inference from what he had 


ſaid in the three foregoing verſes of 
the chapter; where, upon entering 
Vor. IV. 1 
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34 SERMON IX. 
into the houſe of one of the chief 
Phariſees to eat bread, and marking 
how ſmall a portion of this neceſſary 


virtue entered in with the ſeveral 


gueſts, diſcovering itſelf from their 
chooſing the chief rooms, and moſt 
diſtinguiſhed places of honour ;—he 
takes the occaſion which ſuch a beha- 
viour offered, to caution them againſt 
Pride ;—ſtates the inconvenience of 
the paſſion ; RE ſhews the diſappoint- 
the diſ- 
grace in which it generally ends; in 
being forced at laſt to recede from the 


ments which attend it ; 


pretenſions to what 1s more than our 
due ; which, by the way, is the very 
thing the paſſion is eternally prompt- 
ing us to expect. When, therefore, 
thou art bidden to a wedding, ſays 


SERMON IX. 35 


dur Saviour, ſlit not down in the 


higheſt room, leſt a more honourable 


5 man than thou be bidden of him; and 


he that bad thee and him, come and 
ſay to thee, —— Give this man place: 


and thou begin with ſhame to take the 


loweſt room. 


But thou, when thou art bid- 
den, go and it down in the loweſt 
room: F hard lecture In the 
loweſt room? What, - do I owe 


nothing to myſelf ? Muſt I forget my 
ſtation, my character in life? Reſign 
the precedence which my birth, my 


fortune, my talents, have already 


placed me in poſſeſſion of? give 


all up! and ſuffer inferiors to take 


my honour ? Yes ;—— for that, ſays 
our SAVIOUR, is the road to it: For 
132 


of 36 SERMON IX. 
| | ö rohen he that bad thee cometh; he will 
Il | ſay to thee, Friend, go up higher ; then 
ſhalt thou have worſhip in the preſence 
71 of them who fit at meat with thee ; — 
1 for whoſoever exalteth himſelf, ſhall be 
abaſed ; and he that humbleth himſelf, 
foal be exalted. 

To make good the truth of Sch 
declaration, it is not neceſſary we 
ſhould look beyond this life, and ſay, 
That in that day of retribution, where- 


in every high thing ſhall be brought 
low, and every irregular paſſion dealt 
with as it deſerves ; —- that Pride, 
amongſt the reſt (conſidered as a vi- 
cious character), ſhall meet with its 
-proper puniſhment of being abaſed, 
and lying down for ever in ſhame and 


diſhonour, It is not neceſſary we 


_ 


SERMON IX. 5 


ſhould look ſo far irn for the ac- 


compliſhment of this: the words ſeem 
not ſo much to imply the threat of a 


diſtant puniſhment, the execution of 
which was to be reſpited to that day; 


as the declaration of a plain truth 
depending upon the natural courſe of 
things, and evidently verified in every 


hour's commerce of the world ; from 


whence, as well as from our reaſoning 


upon the point, it is found, That 
Pride lays us open to ſo many morti- 


fying encounters, which Humility in 


its own nature reſts ſecure from, 
that verily each of them, in this 
world, have their reward faithfully 


dealt out by the natural workings of 


men's paſſions; which tho' very bad 


executioners in general, yet are ſo far 
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38 SERMON IX. 


Juſt ones in this, that they ſeldom ſuf- 
fer the exultations of an inſolent tem- 
per to eſcape the abaſement, or the 
deportment of a humble one to fail of 
the honour, which each of their cha- 
racters do deſerve. | 

In other vicious exceſſes which a 
man commits, the world. (tho' it is 
not much to its credit) ſeems to ſtand 
pretty neuter ; if you are extravagant 


or intemperate, you are looked upon 


as the greateſt enemy to yourſelf, — 


or if an enemy to the public, — at 
leaſt, you are ſo remote a one to each 
individual, that no one feels himſelf 
immediately concerned in your puniſh- 
ment: but in the inſtances of Pride, the 
attack is perſonal: for as this paſſion can 


only take its riſe from a ſecret compari- 


SERMON IX. 39 
ſon, which the party has been making 
of himſelf to my diſadvantage, every 


intimation he gives me of what he 
thinks of the matter, is ſo far a direct 


injury, either as it withholds the re- 
ſpect which is my due. or perhaps 


denies me to have any; or elſe, which 


preſſes equally hard, as it puts me in 
mind of the defects which I really 
have, and of which I am truly con- 
ſcious, and conſequently think myſelf 
the leſs deſerving of an admonition : 
in every one of which caſes, the proud 
man, in whatever language he ſpeaks 
it, 


by 


if it is expreſſive of this ſupe- 
riority over me, either in the gifts of 
fortune, the advantages of birth or 
improvements, as it has proceeded 
from a mean eſtimation, and poſſibly 
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4% SERMON IX, 


a very unfair one, of the like preten- 
ſions in myſelf, —the attack, I ſay, 
is perſonal; and has generally the fate 


to be felt and reſented as ſuch. 


So that with regard to the preſent 
inconveniencies, there is ſcarce any 
vice, bating ſuch as are immediately 
puniſhed by laws, which a man may not 
indulge with more ſafety to himſelf, 
than this one of Pride; —— the hum- 
bleſt of men, not being ſo entirely 
void of the paſſion themſelves, but 


that they ſuffer ſo much from the over- 


flowings of it in others, as to make 
the literal accompliſhment of the text 
a common intereſt and concern: in 


which they are generally ſucceſsful, — 


the nature of the vice being ſuch, as 


not only to tempt you to it, but to 


SERMON IX. an 
afford the occaſions itſelf of its own 
humiliation. 

The proud man. —ſee!—— he is 


ſore all over; touch him——you put 


him to pain: and tho' of all others, he 


acts as if every mortal was void of all 


ſenſe and feeling, yet is poſſeſſed with 


ſo nice and exquiſite a one himſelf, 


that the ſlights, the little neglects and 


inſtances of diſeſteem, which would be 


ſcarce felt by another man, are per- 


petually wounding him, and oft-times 


piercing him to his very heart. 

I would not therefore be a proud 
man, was it only for this, that it 
ſhould not be in the power of every 
one who thought fit - to chaſtiſe me; 


my other infirmities, however 


unworthy of me, at leaſt will not in- 
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zz SERMON IX. 

commode me: ſo little diſcounte- 
nance do I ſee given to them, that it 
is not the world's fault, if I ſuffer by 


them: but here if I exalt my- 


ſelf, J have no proſpect of eſcaping; 
—— with this vice I ſtand ſwoln up 
in every body's way, and muſt una- 
voidably be thruſt back: whichever 
way I turn, whatever ſtep I take un- 
der the direction of this paſſion, I 
preſs unkindly upon ſome one, and in 
return, mult prepare myſelf for ſuch 
mortifying repulſes, as will bring me 
down, and make me go on my way 
ſorrowing. . 
This is from the nature of things, 
and the experience of life as far back 
as Solomon, whoſe obſervation upon 


it was the ſame, and it will ever 


SERMON IX. 43 
hold good, that before honour was hu- 
mility, and a haughty ſpirit before a fall. 
nut not therefore thyſelf forth in 
the preſence of the king, and ftand not 
in the place of great men: —— for bet- 
ter is i.— (which by the way is the 
very diſſuaſive in the text) Better 
is it, that it be ſaid unto thee, Friend, 


come up higher, than that thou ſhouldeſs 


be put lower in the preſence of the * 
whom thine eyes have ſeen. 
Thus much for the illuſtration of 


this one argument of our SAaviouR's, 


againſt Pride: there are many 
other conſiderations which expole the 
weakneſs of 1t, which his knowledge 
of the heart of man might have ſug- 


geſted; but as the particular occaſion 


which gave riſe to this lecture of our 
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Saviouk's againſt Pride, naturally 


led him to ſpeak of the mortifications: 


which attend ſuch inſtances of it, as 
he then beheld : — for this reaſon. 
the other arguments might be omitted, 
which perhaps in a ſet diſcourſe would 
be doing injuſtice to the ſubject. I 


ſhall therefore, in the remaining part 


of this, beg leave to offer ſome other 
conſiderations of a moral as well as a 
religious nature upon this ſubject, as 
ſo many inducements to check this 
weak paſſion in man; which, tho' one 
of the moſt convenient of his infirm- 
ities, — the moſt painful and diſcour- 
teous to ſociety, yet, by a ſad fatality, 
ſo it is, that there are few vices, ex- 
cept ſuch whoſe temptations are im- 
mediately ſeated in our natures, to 


SERMON IX. ag 


which there is ſo general a propenſity 


throughout the whole race. 

This had led ſome ſatirical pens to 
write, T hat all mankind at the bottom 
were proud alike ;——that one man 
differed from another, not ſo much in 


the different portions which he poſſeſ- 


ſed of it, as in the different art and 


addreſs by which he excels in the ma- 
nagement and diſguiſe of it to the 


world: we trample, no doubt, too 


often, upon the pride of Plato's man- 
tle, with as great a pride of our own ; 


yet on the whole the remark has more 
{ſpleen than truth in it; there being 


| thouſands (if any evidence is to be 
allowed) of the moſt unaffected hu- 
mility, and trueſt poverty of ſpirit, 


which actions can give proof of, Not- 


uh. bn. 
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48 SERMON IX. 
withſtanding this, ſo much may be al- 
lowed to the obſervation, That Pride 
is a vice which grows up in ſociety 
ſo inſenſibly; —ſteals in unobſerved 
upon the heart upon ſo many occa- 
ſions;—forms itſelf upon ſuch ſtrange 
pretenſions, and when it has done, 
veils itſelf under ſuch a variety of 
unſuſpected appearances, - ſometimes 
even under that of Humility itſelf; —in 
all which caſes, Self-love, like a falſe 
friend, inſtead of checking, moſt 
treacheroully feeds this humour, 
points out ſome excellence in every 


ſoul to make him vain, and think more 
highly of himſelf, than he ought to 
think 3 
is no one weakneſs into which the 


that, upon the whole, there 


heart of man 1s more eaſily betray'd 


or which requires greater helps 


of good ſenſe and good principles to 


guard againſt. 

And firſt, the root from which it 
ſprings, is no inconſiderable diſcredit 
to the fruit. | 

If you look into the beſt morab 
writers, who have taken pains to ſearch. 
into the grounds of this paſſion, 
they will tell you, that Pride 1s the' 
vice of little and contracted ſouls ;— 


that whatever affectation of g 


it generally wears and carries in the 


looks, there is always meanneſs in 


the heart of it: 


nearer a-kin than they will acknow- 

ledge ;— like poor relations, they 

look a little ſhy at one another at firſt 
Pp 


a haughty and 


an abject temper, I believe, are much 
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43 SERMON IX. 
fight, but trace back their pedigree; 
they are but collateral branches from 

the ſame ſtem; and there is ſcarce any 
one who has not ſeen many ſuch in- 
ſtances of it, as one of our poets al- 
ludes to, in that admirable ſtroke he 
has given of this affinity, in his de- 
ſcription of a Pride which licks the duſt: 


As it has meanneſs at the bottom of 


it, — ſo it is juſtly charged with having 
weakneſs there too, of which it gives 
the ſtrongeſt proof, in regard to the 
chief end it has in view, and the ab- 
ſurd means it takes to bring it about: 

What is 


it the proud man aims at ?—— Why, 


Conſider a moment; 


—ſuch a meaſure of reſpect and de- 
ference, as is due to his ſuperior me- 


SERMON IX. 49 
Now, good ſenſe and a knowledge 
of the world ſhew us, that how much 


ſoever of theſe are due to a man, al- 


lowing he has made a right calcula- 
tion. they are ſtill dues of ſuch a 
nature, that they are not to be inſiſted 
upon: Honour and Reſpect muſt be 
a Free- will offering : treat them other- 
wiſe, and claim them from the world 


as à tax, 


they are ſure to be with- 


held ; the firſt diſcovery of ſuch an 


expectation diſappoints it, and preju- 
dices your title to it for ever. 

To this ſpeculative argument of its 
weakneſs, it has generally the ill fate 
to add another of a more ſubſtantial 


nature, which is matter of fact; that 


to turn giddy upon every little exalta- 
tion, is experienced to be no leſs a 
Vor. IV. i | 
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js SERMON IX. 

mark of a weak Brain in the figura- 
tive, than it is in the literal ſenſe of 
the expreffion—— in ſober truth, 'tis 
but a ſcurvy kind of a trick (quoties 
voluit Fortuna jocari) — when Fortune, 
in one of her merry moods, takes a 


poor devil with this paſſion in his head, 


and mounts him up all at once as high 
as ſhe can get him for it is ſure 
to make him play ſuch phantaſtick 
tricks; as to become the very fool of 


the comedy; and was he not a ge- 


neral benefactor to the world in mak- 


ing it merry, I know not how Spleen 


could be pacified during the repre- 
ſentation. Ee 
A third argument againſt Pride is 

the natural connexion it has with vices 
bf an unſocial aſpect: the Scripture 


ſeldom introduces it alone An ger, 


or Strife, or Revenge, or ſome inimi- 
cal paſſion, is ever upon the ſtage 


with it; the proofs and reaſons of 
which I have not time to enlarge on, 
and therefore ſhall ſay no more upon 
this argument than this, — that was 


there no other, — yet the bad com- 
| pany this vice is generally found in, 


would be ſufficient by * to * 
a man to avoid it. | 
Thus much for the moral eonſider- 
ations upon this ſubject; a great part 
of which, as they illuſtrate chiefly the 
inconveniencies' of Pride in a ſocial 
light, may ſeem to have a greater 
tendency to make men guard the ap- 
pearances of 16, than conquer the paſ- 

ſion itſelf, and root it out of their na- 
E 2 
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33 SERMON IX. 

ture: to do this effectually, we muſt 
add the arguments of religion, without 
which, the beſt moral diſcourſe may 


prove little better than a cold political 


lecture, taught merely to govern the 
paſſion ſo, as not to be injurious to a 
man's preſent intereſt or quiet; all 
which a man may learn to practiſe 


well enough, and yet at the ſame time 


be a perfect ſtranger to the beſt part 


of humility, which implies not a con- 
cealment of Pride, but an abſolute 
conqueſt over the firſt riſings of it 
which are felt in the heart of man. 
And, firſt, one of the moſt perſua- 
ſive arguments which religion offers to 
this end, 1s that which riſes from the 
ſtate and condition of ourſelves, both 
as to our natural and moral imperfec- 


2. 
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tions. It is impoſſible to reflect a mo- 
ment upon this hint, but with a heart 
full of the humble exclamation, O 
God ! what is man — even 4 thing 
of nought a poor, infirm, miſer= | 
able, ſhort-lived creature, that paſſes 
away like a ſhadow, and is haſtening 
off the ſtage where the theatrical titles 
and diſtinctions, and the whole maſk 
of Pride which he has worn for a day 
will fall off, and leave him naked as a 
neglected ſlave. Send forth your ima- 
gination, I beſeech you, to view the 
laſt ſcene of the greateſt and proudeſt 
who ever awed and governed the 
world — ſee the empty vapour diſap- 
pearing ! one of the arrows of morta- 


lity this moment ſtick faſt within him: 


E 2 
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ſee—it forces out his life, and freezes 
his blood and ſpirits. 145 
Approach his bed of ſtate—— 
lift up the curtain regard a mo- 
ment with filence—— 

—— Are theſe cold hands and pale 

lips, all that is left of him who was 
canoniz'd by his own pride, or made 
a god of, by his flatterers ? 
O my foul! with what dreams haſt 
thou been bewitched ? how haſt thoy 
been deluded by the objects thou haſt 
ſo eagerly graſped at? 

If this reflection from the natural 
| imperfection of man, which he cannot 
remedy, does nevertheleſs ſtrike a 
damp upon human Pride, much more 
muſt the conſiderations do fo, which 
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ariſe _ the wilful depravations of 


his nature. 


Survey yourſelyes, my gear Chriſt, 
ians, a few moments in this light — 
behold a diſohedient, ungrateful, in- 
tractable, and diſorderly ſet of crea- 
rures, going wrong ſeven times in a 
day, acting ſometimes every hour 
of it againſt your own convictions 


your own intereſts, and the intentions 


of your God, who wills and propoſes 
nothing but your happineſs and pro- 


| ſperity —— what reaſon does this view 
furniſh you for Pride? how many 


does it ſuggeſt to mortify and make 

you aſhamed ?——well might the ſon 

of Syrach ſay in that ſarcaſtical remark 

of his upon it, That PRIDE Was not 

nade for man — for ſome purpoſes, 
E 4 
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and for ſome particular beings, the 
paſſion might have been ſhaped—— 
but not for him — fancy it where 


you will, *tis no where fo improper— 
tis in no creature ſo unbecoming— 

But why ſo cold an affent to 
ſo inconteſted a truth ? —— Perhaps 


thou haſt reaſons to be proud ? — for 
heaven's ſake, let us hear them 
Thou haſt the advantages of birth anq 
title to boaſt of or thou ſtandeſt 
in the ſunſhine of court favour — or 
thou haſt a large fortune or great 
talents——or much learning—or na- 
ture has beſtowed her graces upon thy 
perſon—— ſpeak—on which of theſe 
foundations haſt thou raiſed this fan- 
ciful ſtruture P-——Let us examine 
them. 


A 
0 
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hou art well born; — then truſt 
me, twill pollute no one drop of thy 
blood to be humble: humility calls no 
man down from his rank, — diveſts 
not princes of their titles; it is in life 


what the clear obſcure is in painting; 
jt makes the hero ſtep forth in the 
canvas, and detaches his figure from 
the group in which he would other- 
wiſe ſtand confounded for ever. 

If thou art rich — then ſhew the 
greatneſs of thy fortune——or what 
is better, the greatneſs of thy ſoul in 
the meekneſs of thy converſation; con- 
deſcend to men of low eſtate, — ſup- 
port the diſtreſſed, and patronize the 
neglected. Be great; but let it be 
in conſidering riches as they are; as 
talents committed to an earthen veſſel — 
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That thou art but the receiver, — and 
that to be obliged and be yain too, — 
is but the old ſoleciſm of pride and 
beggary, which, tho” they often meet, 
——yet ever make but an abſurd ſo- 
ciety. 

If thou art powerful in intereſt, and 
ſtandeſt deified by a ſervile tribe of 
dependents, hy ſhouldeſt thou be 
proud, — becauſe they are hungry? 
—Scourge me ſuch ſycophants ; they 
have turned the heads of thouſands as 
well as thine — 


But 'tis thy own dexterity and 
ſtrength which have gained thee this 
eminence :——allow it: but art thou 
proud, that thou ſtandeſt in a place 
where thou art the mark of one man's 
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envy, another man's malice, or a third 
man's revenge here good men 
may be ready to ſuſpect thee, and 
*whence bad men will be ready to pull 
thee down? I would be proud of no- 
thing that is uncertain : Haman was 
ſo, becauſe he was admitted alone to 
queen Eſther's banquet ; and the diſ- 
but it was fifty 
cubits higher than he ever dream'd or 
thought of. 


tinction raiſed him, 


Let us paſs on to the pretences of 
learning, &c. &c. If thou haſt a lit- 
tle, thou wilt be proud of it in courſe: 

if thou haſt much, and good ſenſe 
along with it, there will be no reaſon 


to diſpute againſt the paſſion: a beg- 
garly parade of remnants is but a ſorry 
object of Pride at the beſt ; — but 
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more ſo, when we can cry out upon 
is, as the poor man did of his hatchet, 


* Alas! Maſter, Vor it was 
borrowed. 


It IS SES to ſay the ſame of Beau- 
ry, 
ornaments with which Pride 1s wont 
to ſet it off; the weakeſt minds are 
moſt caught with both ; being eyer 
glad to win attention and credit from 


whatever we do of the arts and 


ſmall and ſlender accidents, thro' diſ- 
ability of purchaſing them by better 
means. In truth, Beauty has ſo 
many charms, one knows not how to 
ſpeak againſt it; and when it happens 
that a graceful figure is the habitation 
of a virtuous ſoul, —when the beauty 


* 2 Kings, vi. 7. 
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of the face ſpeaks out the modeſty 
and humility of the mind, and the 
juſtneſs of the proportion raiſes our 
thoughts up to the art and wiſdom 
of the great Creator ſomething may 
be allowed it, 
the embelliſhments which ſet it off; 


and ſomething to 


and yet, when the whole apology 
is read, — it will be found at laſt, 
that Beauty, like Truth, never is 
ſo glorious as when it goes the 
plaineſt. | 
Simplicity 1s the oreat friend to na- 
ture, and if I would be proud of any 
thing in this filly world, it ſhould be 
of this honeſt alliance. 
Conſider what has been ſaid; and 
may the Gop of all mercies and kind- 
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62 SERMON IX. 

nefs watch over your paſſions, and in- 
ſpire you with all humbleneſs of mind, 
meekneſs, patience, and long-ſuffering.— 
Amen. | | 


SERMON KX. 
Humility. 


Marrhzw, xi. 9. 
Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye ſhall find reſt unto 
your ſouls. 


HE great buſineſs of man, is 

the regulation of his ſpirit; the 
poſſeſſion of ſuch a frame and temper 
of mind, as will lead us peaceably 
through this world, and in the many 
weary ſtages of it, afford us, what we 
ſhall be ſure to ſtand in need of, —— 
Reſt unto. our ſouls. —— ; 
— Reſt unto our ſouls ! ——'tis 
all we want the end of all our wiſhes 
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64 SERMON X. 

and purſuits : give us a proſpect of 
this, we take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and fly to the uttermoſt parts of 
the earth to have it in poſſeſſion : we 
ſeek for it in titles, in riches and plea- 


ſures, climb up after it by ambition, 


- come down again and ſtoop for 
it by avarice, — 


try all extremes ; 
ſtill we are gone out of the way, nor 
is it, till after many miſerable expe- 
riments, that we are convinced at laſt, 
we have been ſeeking every where for 
it, but where there was a proſpect of 
finding it; and that is, within our- 
ſelves, in a meek and lowly diſpoſition 
of heart. This, and this only, will 
give us reſt unto our ſouls : — reſt, 
from thoſe turbulent and haughty paſ- 
fions which diſturb our quiet 
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reſt, from the provocations and diſ- 
appointments of the world, and a 
train of untold evils too long to be 
recounted, againſt all which this 
frame and preparation of mind is the 
beſt protection. 1 


1 beg you will go along with me in 


this argument. Conſider how great 
a ſhare of the uneaſineſſes which take 
up and torment our thoughts, owe 
their riſe to nothing elſe, but the diſ- 
poſitions of mind which are oppoſite 
to this character. 

With regard to the provocations 
and offences, which are unavoidably 
happening to a man in his commerce 
with the world, — 

—as a man's pride is, — ſo is al- 


take it as a rule, 


ways his diſpleaſure, — as the opi- 
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© 


ſo does the 
injury, — ſo does his reſentment: tis 


nion of himſelf riſes, 


this which gives edge and force to the 


inſtrument which has ſtruck him, 


and excites that heat in the wound, 
which renders it incurable. 
See how different the caſe is with 
the humble man: one half of theſe 
painful conflicts he actually eſcapes; 
the other part falls lightly on him :— 
he provokes no man by contempt ; 
thruſts himſelf forward as the mark of 
no man's envy ; ſo that he cuts off the 
firſt fretful occaſions of the greateſt 
part of theſe evils; and for thoſe in 
which the paſſions of others would in- 
volve him, like the humble ſhrub in 
the valley, gently gives way, and 
ſcarce feels the injury of thoſe ſtormy 
2 
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encounters which rend the proud ce- 
dar, and tear it up by its roots. 

If you conſider it, with regard to 
the many diſappointments of this life, 
which ariſe from the hopes of bettering 
our condition, and advancing in the 
world, — the reaſoning 1s the ſame. 

What we expect 


is ever in pro- 
portion to the eſtimate made of our- 
ſelves; when pride and ſelf- love have 


brought us in their account of this 
matter, 


we find, that we are wor- 
thy of all honours—fit for all places 
and employments :—— as our expect- 
ations riſe and multiply, ſo muſt our 


diſappointments with them; and there 


needs nothing more, to lay the foun- 


dation of our unhappineſs, and both 
to make and keep us miſerable. And 
. 


= . an vo nw” 4 — 7 — * 
th I. le "2 — 00 "TY re 


2 * Ar of 
2 l * 1 


a. Page I — 5 * - * 5 * — — 
AKK —— 6; LT: 3 — 
r 


ER Co ner en LI — rn. 


— — 
r 


ä 


— —— * - — 2 
n 1 Kr mid — 
3 * . 0 
— TI 1 — — ——ñ— — . - 
41 axe Wome te vo oo Ione So 1 Uo eos — — . eas —— — 


— * — 


88 


—— FI r Ne Is 
— * "v4 
* * 8 —— — — 
— .. —— 7§˖½F Q «⁵ AE. —— 


. 
178 
3 


68 SERMON X. 

in truth there is nothing ſo common 
in life as to fee thouſands, who you 
would ſay, had all the reaſon in the 
world to be at reſt, ſo torn up and 
diſquieted with ſorrews of this claſs, 
and ſo inceſſantly tortured with the 
difappointments which their pride and 
paſſions have created for them, that 
tho' they appear to have all the ingre- 
dients of happineſs in their hands, 
they can neither compound or uſe 
them: How ſhould they? the goad 
is ever in their ſides, and ſo hurries 
them on from one expectation to an- 
other, as to leave them no reſt day or 
night. 05 
HFumility, therefore, recommends 
itſelf as a ſecurity againſt theſe heart- 
aches, which tho' ridiculous ſometimes 
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in the eye of the beholder, yet are ſe- 
rious enough to the man who ſuffers 
them; and I believe would make no 
inconſiderable account in a true cata- 
logue of the diſquietudes of mortal 

man: againſt theſe, I ſay, — 
is the beſt defence. 
He that is little in his own eyes, 
is little too in his deſires, and conſe- 
quently moderate in his purſuit of 
them: like another man, he may fail 
in his attempts, and loſe the point he 
aimed at, —— but that is all, —he 
| loſes not himſelf ——he loſes not his 
happineſs and peace of mind with it, 


even the contentions of the humble 


man are mild and placid. — Bleſſed 
character! when ſuch a one is thruſt 
back, who does not pity him? when 
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70 SERMON X. 


he falls, who would not ſtretch out a 
hand to raiſe him up? 

And here, I cannot help ſtopping 
in the midſt of this argument, to make 
a ſhort obſervation, which is this: 
When we reflect upon the character 
of Humility, ve are apt to think 
it ſtands che moſt naked and defence- 
leſs of all virtues whatever, — the 
leaſt able to ſupport its claims againft 
the infolent antagoniſt who ſeems 
ready to bear him down, and all op- 
poſition which fuch a temper can 
make, : 

Now, if we cent him as ſtand- 


ing alone, — no doubt, in ſuch a caſe 


he will be overpowered and trampled 


upon by his oppoſer ;——but if we 


conſider the meek and lowly man, as 
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he is—fenced and guarded by the love, 
the friendſhip and wiſhes of all man- 
kind, that the other ſtands alone, 
hated, diſcountenanced, without one 


true friend or hearty well-wiſher on 
his fide ;—— when this is balanced, 
we ſhall have reaſon to change our 
opinion, and be convinced that the 
humble man, ſtrengthened with ſuch 
an alliance, is far from being 1o over- 
matched as at firſt ſight he may appear; i 
—nay, I believe one might venture to 5 
go further, and engage for it, that in all 4 
ſuch caſes, where real fortitude and 
true perſonal courage were wanted, he 
is much more likely to give proof of 


it, and I would ſooner look for it in 
ſuch a temper than in that of his ad- 
verſary. Pride may make a man vio- 
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72 SERMON X. 
lent—— but Humility will make him 
firm :——and which of the two, do 
you think, likely to come off with 
honour ?—— he, who acts from the 
changeable impulſe of heated blood, 


and follows the uncertain motions of 
his pride and fury, ——or the man 


who ſtands cool and collected in him- 
ſelf; who governs his reſentments, in- 
ſtead of being governed by them, and 
on every occaſion acts upon the ſteady 
motives of principle and duty. 

But this by the way; — though in 
truth it falls in with the main argu- 
ment ; for if the obſervation is juſt, 


andHumility has the advantages where 


we ſhould leaſt expect them, the argu- 


ment riſes higher in behalf of thoſe 
which are more apparently on its ſide. 


Fa 
SERMON X. E- 
— In all which, if the humble man 
finds, what the proud man muſt ne- 
ver hope for in this world, that 
is, reſt to his ſoul, ſo does he like- 
wiſe meet with it from the influence 
ſuch a temper has upon his condition 
under the evils of his life, not as 
chargeable upon the vices of men, but 
as the portion of his inheritance, by 
the appointment of Gop. For if, as 
Job ſays, we are born to trouble as 
the ſparks fly upwards, ſurely it is he 
who thinks the greateſt of theſe trou- 
bles below his ſins, —and the ſmalleſt 
favours above his merit, that is likely 
to ſuffer the leaſt from the one, and 
enjoy the moſt from the other: tis he, 
who poſſeſſes his ſoul in meekneſs, and 
keeps it ſubjected to all the iſſues of 
fortune, that is the fartheſt out of their 
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reach. No. He blames not the 


ſun, though it does not ripen his vine, 
nor bluſters at the winds, though they 


bring him no profit. — If the foun- 


tain of the humble man riſes not as 
high as he could wiſh—— he thinks, 


however, that it riſes as high as it 


ought, and as the laws of nature ſtill 
do their duty, that he has no cauſe to 
complain againſt them. 

If diſappointed of riches—he knows 
the providence of Gop is not his 
debtor ; that though he has received 
leſs than others, yet as he thinks him 
ſelf leſs than the leaſt, he has reaſon 
to be thankful. 

If the world goes untoward with 
the humble man, in other reſpe&ts, — 
he knows a truth which the proud 
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man does never acknowledge, and that 
is, that the world was not made for 


him; and therefore how little ſhare 
loever he has of its advantages, he ſees 
an argument of content, in reflecting 
how little it is, that a compound of 
fin, of ignorance, and frailty, has 
grounds to expect. | 
A ſoul thus turned and eng iS 
carried ſmoothly down the ſtream of 
providence; no temptations in his paſ- 
ſage diſquiet him with defire, —no 
dangers alarm him with fear: though 
open to all the changes and chances 


of others, yet by ſeeing the juſtice 
of what happens, and humbly giv- 
ing way to the blow, — though he is 
ſmitten, he is not ſmitten like other 


men, or feels the ſmart which they do. 
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76 SERMON X. 
Thus much for the doctrine of Hu- 
mility ; let us now look towards the 


example of it. 


It is obſerved by ſome one, that as 


pride was the paſſion through which ſin 
and miſery entered into the world, and 
gave our enemy the triumph of ruin- 


ing our nature, that therefore the Son 
of Gop, who came to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt, when he entered 
upon the work of our reſtoration, he 
began at the very point where he knew 
we had failed; and this he did by 
endeavouring to bring the ſoul of man 


back to its original temper of Humi- 


lity : ſo that his firſt public addreſs 


from the Mount began with a decla- 
ration of bleſſedneſs to the poor in ſpi- 


rit. — and almoſt his laſt exhortation 
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in the text, was to copy the fair ori- 
ginal he had ſet them of this virtue, 
and to learn of him to be meek and lowly 
in heart. 

It is the moſt unanſwerable appeal 
that can be made to the heart of man, 


A and ſo perſuaſive and accommo- 
dated to all Chriſtians, that as much 
pride as there is ſtill in the world, it 
is not credible but that every believer 
muſt receive ſome tincture of the cha- 


racter or bias towards it from the ex- 
ample of ſo great, and yet ſo humble 
a Maſter, whoſe whole courſe of life 
was a particular lecture to this one 
virtue; and in every inſtance of it 
ſhewed, that he came not to ſhare the 
pride and glories of life, or ſwell the 
hopes of ambitious followers, but to 
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caſt a damp upon them for ever, by 
appearing himſelf rather as a fervant 


than a maſter, — coming, as he con- 
tinually declared, not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter; and as the Pro- 
Phet had foretold in that mournful de- 
ſcription of him, — to have no form, 

or comelineſs, nor any beauty that they 
ſhould defire him. The voluntary 
meanneſs of his birth; — the poverty 
of his life, —— the low offices in which 
it was engaged, in preaching the Go- 


ſpel to the poor, —the inconveniences 
which attended the execution of it, in 
having no where to lay his head, — 

all poke the ſame language that 
the Gop of truth ſhould ſubmit to the 
ſuſpicion of an impoſture:—his hum 


ble deportmentunder that, and a thou- 


ſand provocations of a thankleſs peo- 


ple, ſtill raiſes this character higher © 


and what exalts it to its higheſt pitch, 
the tender and pathetick proof he 
gave of the ſame diſpoſition at the con- 
cluſion and great cataſtrophe of his 
ſufferings, - when a life fulkof ſo many 


inſtances of humility was crowned with 


the moſt endearing one of humbling 
himſelf even to the death of the croſs ;— 
the death of a ſlave, —a malefactor 


poſition— inſulted without com- 


plaint.— 

—Bleſſed Jzsvs! how can the mart 
who calls upon thy name, but learn of 
thee to be meek and lowly in heart ? 


—how can he but profit when ſuch 


dragg'd to Calvary, without op- 
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a leſſon was ſeconded - by ſuch an ex- 
ample? | - 

If humility ſhines ſo bright in the 
character of CHRIST, ſo does it in that 
of his religion; the true ſpirit of which 
tends all the ſame way.—Chriſtianity, 
when righthy explained and practiſed, 
is all meekneſs and candour, and love 
and courteſy: and there is no one paſ- 
fion our SAaviouRk rebukes fo often, or 
with ſo much ſharpneſs, as that- one, 
which is ſubverſive of theſe kind ef- 
fects. and that is pride, which, in 
proportion as it governs us, neceſſa- 
rily leads us on to a diſcourteous opi- 
I ſay 


becauſe 'tis a natural 


nion and treatment of others. 


neceſſarily, 
conſequence, and the progreſs from 
the one to the other is unavoidable, 
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This our Saviouk often remarks in 
the character of the Phariſees :—— 
they truſted in theraſelves, — 


'was 
no wonder then they deſpiſed others. 


This, I believe, might principally 


relate to ſpiritual pride, which, by the 
way, is the worſt of all prides; and as 
it is a very bad ſpecies of a very bad 


paſſion, I cannot do better than con- 
clude the diſcourſe with ſome remarks 
upon it. 


In moſt conceits of a religious ſu- 
periority, there has uſually gone hand 
in hand with it, another fancy, 
which——1 ſuppoſe has fed it 


and that is, a perſuaſion of ſome more 
than ordinary aids and illuminations 


from above. Let us examine this 


matter. 
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That the influence and aſſiſtance of 
Gop's ſpirit in a way imperceptible to 
us, does enable us to render him an 
acceptable ſervice, we learn from ſcrip- 
ture In what particular manner this 
is effected, ſo that the act ſhall till 
be imputed ours the ſcripture ſays 


Hot: we know only the account is ſo; 
but as for any ſenſible demonſtrations 
of its workings to be felt as ſuch 


within us the word of Gop 1s ut- 
terly filent ; nor can that ſilence be 
Tupplied by any experience. We 
have none; unleſs you call the falſe 
pretences to it ſuch-— ſuggeſted by 
an enthuſiaſtic or diftempered fancy. 
As expreſsly as we are told and pray 
for the inſpiration of Gop's ſpirit, — 
there are no boundaries fixed, nor can 
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any be ever marked to diſtinguiſh 


them from the efforts and determina- 
tions of our own reaſon : a and as 


firmly as moſt Chriſtians believe the 
effects of them upon their hearts, 1 
may venture to affirm, that ſince the 
promiſes were made, there never was 
a Chriſtian of a cool head and ſound 
judgment, that, in any inſtance of a 
change of life, would preſume to ſay, 
which part of his reformation was 
owing to divine help, — or which to 


the operations of his own mind; or 


who, upon looking back, would pre- 
tend to ſtrike the line, and ſay, here 
« it was that my own reflections 
_ ended; and at this point the 


ſuggeſtions of the ſpirit of Go began 


to take place. 
6 2 
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However backwards the world has 
been in former ages in the diſcovery 
of ſuch points as Gop never meant us 
to know, ——we have been more ſuc- 


ceſsful in our own days :——thou- 


ſands can trace out now the impreſ- 


ſions of this divine intercourſe in them- 


ſelves, from the firſt moment they 
received it, and with ſuch diſtinct 
intelligence of its progreſs and work- 
ings, as to require no evidence of its 
truth. 2, db 
It muſt be owned, that the preſent 
age has not altogether the honour of 
this diſcovery there were too many 
grounds given to improve on in the 
religious cant of the laſt century ;— 
when the in-comings, in-dwellings, and 
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cul-lettings of the Spirit, were the 
ſubjects of ſo much edification; and 


when, as they do now, the moſt illi 
terate mechanics, who, as a witty 
divine ſaid of them, were much fitter 
to mate a pulpit, than get into one, — 
were yet able ſo to frame their non- 


ſenſe to the nonſenſe of the times, as 


to beget an opinion in their followers, 
not only that they pray'd and preach'd 
by inſpiration, but that the moſt com- 
mon actions of their lives were ſet 
about in the Spirit of the Loxo. 


The tenets of the quakers (a harm- 
leſs quiet people) are collateral de- 


ſcendants from the ſame enthuſiaſtic 
original ; and their accounts and way 
of reaſoning upon their inward light 


and ſpiritual worſhip, are much oy 
| G ; 
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fame; which laſt they carry thus much 


further, as to believe the Holy Ghoſt 


comes down upon their aflemblies, and 


moves them, without regard to condi- 
tion or ſex, to make interceſſions with 


unutterable groans.— 

So that, in fact, the opinions of me- 
thodiſts, upon which I was firſt enter- 
ing, is but a republication with ſome 
alterations of the ſame extravagant 
conceits; and as enthuſiaſm generally 
ſpeaks the ſame language in all ages, 
tis but too ſadly verified in this; for 
tho' we have not yet got to the old 
terms of the in- comings and in-dwel- 


yet we have 


lings of the ſpirit, 
arrived at the firſt feelings of its enter- 


ance, recorded with as particular an 


exactneſs, as an act of filiation, — 
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0 ſo that numbers will tell you the iden- 
1 tical place the day of the months 
1 and the hour of the night, when the 
| {ſpirit came in upon them, and took 
. poſſeſſion of their hearts. etc; 
| Now there is this inconvenience on 
our ſide, That there is no arguing 
f with a frenzy of this kind; for un- 
| leſs a repreſentation of the caſe be a 
4 confutation of its folly to them, they 
I muſt for ever be led captive by a de- 
F | luſion, from which no reaſoner can re- 
= deem them: for if you ſhould inquire, 
* upon what evidence ſo ſtrange a per- 
- ſuaſion is grounded: they will tell 
1 you, They feel it is ſo.” If you 
. reply, That this is no conviction to 
3 you, who do not feel it like them, and 


therefore would wiſh to be ſatisfied by 
. 
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what tokens they are able to diſtin- 
guiſh ſuch emotions from thoſe of 
fancy and complexion ? they will an- 
ſwer, That the manner of it is in- 
communicable by human language, — 


but tis a matter of fact, — they feel 


its operations as plain and diſtinct, as 
the natural ſenſations of pleaſure, or 
the pains of a diſorder'd body. And 
ſince I have mention'd a diſorder'd 
body, I cannot help ſuggeſting, .that 
amongſt the more ſerious and deluded 
of this ſect, tis much to be doubted 
whether a diſorder'd body has not oft- 


times as great a ſhare in letting in theſe 


conceits, as a diforder'd mind. 

When a poor diſconſolated droop- 
ing creature is terrified from all enjoy- 
ment, —prays without ceaſing till his 
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imagination is heated, — faſts and 
mortifies and mopes, till his body is 
in as bad a plight as his mind; is it a 
wonder; that the mechanical diſturb- 


ances and conflicts of an empty belly, 


interpreted by an empty head, ſhould 
be miſtook for workings of a differ- 
ent kind from what they are or 
that in ſuch a ſituation, where the 
mind ſits upon the watch for extraor- 
dinary occurrences, and the imagina- 
tion is pre- engaged on its fide, is it 
ſtrange if every commotion ſhould 
help to fix him 1n this malady, and 
make him a fitter ſubject for the treat- 
ment of a Phyſician than a Divine ? 
In many caſes, they ſeem ſo much 
above the {kill of either, that unleſs 
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Gop in his mercy rebuke this lying 
ſpirit, and call it back, ——1t may go 
on and perſuade millions into their 
deſtr uction. 


SERMON XI, 


Advantages of Chriſtianity to the 
World. | 


Romans, i, 22. 
Profe fling themſelves to be wiſe, ** 
became fbols. 


HERE is no one project to which 
the whole race of mankind is ſo 
nelly a bubble, as to that of being 
thought Wiſe; and the affectation of 
it is ſo viſible, in men of all com- 
plexions, that you every day ſee ſome 
one or other ſo very ſolicitous to 
eſtabliſh the character, as not to al- 
low himfelf leifure to do the things 
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which fairly win it; expending 
more art and ſtratagem to appear ſo in 
the eyes of the world, than what would 
ſuffice to make him ſo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this de- 
ſire, that you ſee in general, there is 
no injury touches a man ſo ſenſibly, 
as an inſult upon his parts and capa- 
city: tell a man of other defects, that 
he wants learning, induſtry or appli- 
cation, 


he will hear your reproof 
with patience — Nay you may go 
further: take him in a proper ſeaſon, 


you may tax his morals, you may 


tell him he is irregular an his conduct, 


paſſionate or revengeful in his 
nature - looſe in his principles; 


0 


deliver it with the gentleneſs of a 
poſſibly he'll not only bear 


friend, 


. - 
, 


_ WF ww 


SERMON XI. 93 


with you, 


- but, if ingenuous, he 


will thank you for your lecture, and 


promiſe a reformation; but hint, 
hint but at a defect in his intel- 


lectuals, — touch but that ſore place, 


from that moment you are look'd 
upon as an enemy ſent to torment him 
before his time, and in return may 
reckon upon his reſentment and ill- 
will for ever; ſo that in general you 


will find it ſafer to tell a man, he is 


and ſtand a 
better chance of being forgiven, for 


a knave than a fool, 


proving he has been wanting in a 
point of common honeſty, than a point 
of common ſenſe. | - 
Strange ſouls that we are! as if to 
live well was not the greateſt argu- 


ment of Wiſdom ; — and, as if what 
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reflected upon our morals, did not moſt 
of all reflect upon our underſtandings! 
. This, however, is a reflection we 
make a ſhift to overlook in the heat 
of this purſuit; and tho' we all covet 
this great character of Wiſdom, there 
is ſcarce any point wherein we betray 
more folly than in our judgments con- 
cerning it; rarely bringing this pre- 
cious ore either to the teſt or the ba- 
lance; and tho' 'tis of the laſt conſe- 
quence not to be deceived in it, we 
generally take it upon truſt, —— ſel- 
dom ſuſpect the quality, but never 
the quantity of what has fallen to our 
lot. So that however inconſiſtent a 
man ſhall be in his opinions of this, 
and what abſurd meaſures ſoever he 
takes in conſequence of it, in the con- 
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duct of his life, —he ſtill ſpeaks com- 
fort to his ſoul; and like Solomon, 


when he had leaſt pretence for it, — in 
the midſt of his nonſenſe will cry out 
and ſay, —— That all my wiſdom re- 
maineth with me. 

Where then is wiſdom to be found? 


and where is the place of underſtand- 


ing ? 

The politicians. of this world, Pro- 
felſing themſelves wiſe, admit of no 
other claims of wiſdom but the know- 


ledge of men and buſineſs, the under- 


ſtanding the intereſts of ſtates, — the 
intrigues of courts—— the finding out 


the paſſions and weakneſſes of foreign 
miniſters - and turning them and 


all events to their country 8 glory and 
advantage — 
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- —— Not ſo the little man of this 
world, who thinks the main point of 
wiſdom, is to take care of himſelf 
t to be wiſe in his generation 
to make uſe of the opportunity whilſt 
he has it, of raiſing a fortune, and he- 
raldizing a name. Far wide is the 
ſpeculative and ſtudious man (whoſe 
office is in the clouds) from ſuch little 
— Wiſdom dwells with him 


in finding out the ſecrets of nature; 


ſounding the depths of arts and- 


meaſuring the heavens ; 
telling the number of the ſtars, and 
calling them all by their names: ſo 
that when in our buſy imaginations 
we have built and unbuilt again God's 


ſtories in the heavens, — and fancy we 


have found out the point whereon to 
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fix the foundations of the earth ; and 


in the language of the book of Job, 
have ſearched out the corner-ſtone 
thereof, we think our titles to wiſdom 


built upon the ſame baſis with thoſe 


of our knowledge, and that they will 
continue for ever. 2 
The miſtake of theſe pretenders is 


ſhewn at large by the Apoſtle, in the 
chapter from which the text is taken, 


- Profeſſing themſelves WIS. —— 
in which expreſſion (by the way) St. 


Paul is thought to allude to the va- 


nity of the Greeks and Romans, who 
being great encouragers of arts and 
learning, which they had carried to 


extraordinary heights, conſidered all 


other nations as Barbarians, in reſpect 
of themſelves; and amongſt whom, 
Vor. IV. H 
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particularly the Greeks, the men of 
ſtudy and inquiry had aſſumed to 
themſelves, with great indecorum, the 
title of the Wiſe-Men. ” | 
With what parade and oftentation 
ſoever this was made out, it had the 
fate to be attended with one of the 
moſt mortifying abatements which 
could happen to Wiſdom; and that 
was an ignorance of thoſe points which 
moſt concerned man to know. 

This he ſhe ws from the general ſtate 
of the gentile world, in the great article 
of their miſconceptions of the Deity 
Wand, as wrong notions produce 
wrong actions. — of the duties and 
ſervices they owed to him, and in 
courſe of what they owed to one ano- 
ther, | 


f 


_ utterly were they without excule, 


For tho'; as he argues in the fore= 
going verſes; —— The inviſible things 
of him from the creation of the world 
might be clearly ſeen and underſtood, by 
the things that are made ; ——that 1s, 
Tho' Gop; by the cleareſt diſco- 
very of himſelf; had ever laid before 
mankind ſuch evident proofs of his 
eternal Being, —— his infinite powers 
and perfections, ſo that what is to be 
known of his inviſible nature, might 
all along be traced by the marks of his 
goodneſs — and the viſible frame 
and order of the world: yet ſo 


that tho' they knew Gov, and wk 

his i image and ſuperſcription in every 

part of his works get they glorified 

bim not. — Sa bad a uſe did * 
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100 SERMON XI. 

make of the powers given them for 
this great diſcovery, that inſtead of 
adoring the Being thus manifeſted to 
them, in purity and truth, they fell 
into the moſt groſs and abſurd delu- 
ſions ; —— changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God, ints an image made 
like unto corruptible men, —to birds, — 
to four-footed beaſts and creeping things; 
- Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, — 
All their ſpecious 


they became fools. | 
wiſdom was but a more glittering kind 


of ignorance, and ended in the moſt 
diſhonourable of all miſtakes, - 
ſetting up fictitious gods, to receive 
the tribute of their adoration and 
thanks. = 

The fountain of religion being thus 
poiſoned, —no wonder the ſtream 


7 
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mewed its effects, which are charged 
upon them in the following words, 
where he deſcribes the heathen world 


as full of all unrighteouſneſs, — forni- 
cation,—covetouſneſs,-maliciouſneſs, 


full of murder. —envy, — de- 


bate, —- malignity, —- whiſperers, —- 
backbiters, — haters of Gov, 


proud, — boaſters, — inventors of 


evil things, — diſobedient to parents, 
—— without underſtanding, without 


natural affe&tion, —-implacable, 


unmerciful !—-Gop in heaven defend 
us from ſuch a catalogue 


But theſe diſorders, if fairly con- 


ſidered, you'll ſay, have in no ages 


ariſen ſo much from want of light, as 

a want of diſpoſition to follow the 

light which Gop has ever imparted : 
H 3 
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that the law written in their hearts, 
was clear and expreſs enough for any 
reaſonable creatures, and would have 
directed them, had they not ſuffered 
their paſſions more forcibly to direct 
them otherwiſe: that if we are to 
judge from this effect, namely, the 
corruption of the world, the ſame pre- 
judice will recur even againſt the 
Chriſtian religion; ſince mankind have 
at leaſt been as wicked in later days, 
as in the more remote and ſimple 
ages of the world; and that, if we 
may truſt to facts, there are no vices 
which the Apoſtle fixes upon the hea- 
then world, before the preaching of 
the goſpel, which may not be paral- 
leled by as black a catalogue of vices 
in the Chriſtian world fince, 
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This neceſſarily brings us to an in- 
quiry, Whether Chriſtianity has done 
the world any ſervice ?— and, How 
far the morals of it have been made 
better ſince this ſyſtem has been em- 


| braced ? 


In litigating this, one might oppoſe 
facts to facts to the end of the world, 
without coming one jot nearer the 
point. Let us ſee how far their miſ- 
takes concerning the Deity, will throw 
light upon the ſubject. 

That there was one ſupreme Being 
who made this world, and who ought 
ro be worſhipped by his creatures, 1s 
the foundation of all religion, and ſo 
that 


obvious a truth in nature, 


Reaſon, as the Apoſtle acknowledges, 


was always able to. diſcoyer it: and 
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yet it ſeems ſtrange, that the ſame fa- 
culty which made the diſcovery, ſhould 
be ſo little able to keep true to its own 
judgment, and ſupport it long againſt 
the prejudices of wrong heads, and 
the propenſity of weak ones, towards 
idolatry and a multiplicity of gods. 

For want of ſomething to have 
gone hand in hand with reaſon, and 
fixed the perſuaſion for ever upon their 
minds, that there was in truth but one 
| Gop the Maker and Supporter of 
Heaven and Earth,—infinite in wiſ- 
dom, and knowledge, and all perfec- 


tions; — how foon was this ſimple 


idea loſt, and mankind led to diſpoſe 
of theſe attributes inherent in the God- 
head, and divide and ſubdivide them 
again amongſt deities, which their own 


dreams had given ſubſtance to; 
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„ 


his eternal power and dominion par- 
cell'd out to gods of the land, — to 


gods of the ſea,——to gods of the 


internal regions; whilit the great Gob 
of gods, and Lorp of lords, who 
ruleth over all the kingdoms of the 


world, —— who 1s ſo great that nought 
is able to controul or withſtand his 
power, was ſuppoſed to reſt contented 


with his allotment, and to want power 


to act within ſuch parts of his empire, 
as they diſmembered and aſſigned to 
others. 3 

If the number of their gods and 
this partition of their power, would 


leſſen the idea of their majeſty, What 


muſt be the opinions of their origin? 
When inſtead of that glorious deſerip- 
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106 SERMON KI. 
tion, which Scripture gives of The 
« Ancient of days who inhabiteth 
cc eternity, — they gravely aſſigned 
particular times and places for the 


births and education of their gods; 


ſo that there was ſcarce a hamlet or 


even a deſert in Greece or Italy, which 


was not rendered memorable by ſome 
favour or accident of this kind. © 
And what rendered ſuch conceits 
the more groſs and abſurd, — they 
ſuppoſed not only that the gods they 
worſhipped had a beginning, but that 
they were produced by fleſhly parents, 
and accordingly, they attributed to 


them corporeal ſhapes and difference of 


ſex: and indeed in this they were a 
little conſiſtent, for their deities ſeemed 
to partake ſo much of the frailties to 


SERMON: XI. 107 
which fleſh and blood is ſubject, that 
their hiſtory and their pedigree were 
much of a piece, and might reaſon- 
ably claim each other. For they im- 
puted to them not only the human 
defects of Ignorance, want, fear, and 
the like, but the moſt unmanly ſenſu- 
alities, and what would be a reproach 
to human nature, — ſuch as cruelty, 
adulteries, rapes, inceſts; and even in 
the accounts which we have from the 
ſublimeſt of their poets, — what are 
they, but anecdotes of their ſquabbles 
amongſt themſelves their intrigues, 
their jealouſies, their ungovernable 
tranſports of choler, — nay, even their 


thefts—their drunkenneſs, and blood- 


ſhed ! 
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108 SERMON XI. 

Here let us ſtop a moment and in- 
quire, what was Reaſon doing all this 
time, to be ſo miſerably inſulted and 
abuſed? Where held ſhe her empire 
whilſt her bulwarks were thus borne. 
down, and her firſt principles of reli- 
gion and truth lay buried under them? 
If ſhe was able by herſelf to regain the 
power ſhe had loſt, and put a ſtop to 
this folly and confuſion, — why did 
ſhe not? If ſhe was not able to reſiſt 
this torrent alone,—the point is given 
up— ſhe wanted aid; and Revelation 
has given it. 

But tho' Reaſon, you'll ſay, could 
not overthrow theſe popular miſtakes, 
yet it ſaw the folly of them, and 
was at all times able to diſprove them. 


SERMON XI. 10 


No doubt it was; and it is certain 
too, that the more diligent enquirers 
after truth, did not in fact fall into 
theſe abſurd notions, which, by the 
way, is an obſervation more to our 
purpoſe than theirs, who uſually make 
it, and ſhews that tho' their reaſon- 
ings were good, that there always 
wanted ſomething which they could 


not ſupply to give them ſuch weight, 
as would lay an obligation upon 


mankind to embrace them, and 
make that to be a law, which 
otherwiſe was but an opinion with- 


out force. 


Beſides— which i is a more direct 


 anfwer, — tho” *tis true, the ableſt 


men gave no credit to the multiplicity 
of * (for they had a religion, 
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110 SERMON KI. 

for themſelves, and another for the po- 
pulace) yet they were guilty of what 
in effect was equally bad, in holding 
an opinion which neceſſarily ſupported 


theſe very miſtakes, namely, that 


as different nations had different gods, 


it was every man's duty (I ſuppoſe 
more for quietneſs than principle's 


ſake) to worſhip the gods of his coun- 
try; which, by the way, conſidering 
their numbers, was not ſo eaſy a taſk, 
— for what with celeſtial gods, and 
gods atrial, terreſtrial and infernal, 
with the goddeſſes, their wives and 
miſtreſſes, upon the loweſt computa- 


tion, the heathen world acknowledged 


no leſs than thirty thouſand deities, all 
which claimed the rites and ceremo- 


nies of religious worſhip. 


SERMON Xh att 
But, twill be faid, allowing the 
bulk of mankind were under ſuch de- 
luſions,. they were ſtill but ſpecu- 
lative. What was that to their 
practice ?  howeyer defective in their 
theology and more abſtracted points, 
—— their morality was no way con- 
nected with it. There is no need, 
that the everlaſting laws of juſtice and 
mercy ſhould be fetched down from 
above. ſince they can be proved 


from more obvious mediums ; —— 


they were as neceſſary for the ſame : 
good purpoſes of ſociety then as now; 
and we may preſume they ſaw their 


intereſt and purſued it. 2 
That the neceſſities of ſociety, and 


the impoſſibilities of its ſubſiſting 


otherwiſe, would point out the con- 
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112 SERMON XI. 
venience, or if you will, — the duty 
of ſocial virtues, is unqueſtionable :— 
but I firmly deny, that therefore re- 
ligionand morality are independent of 
each other : they appear ſo far from 
it, that I cannot conceive how the 
one, in the true and meritorious ſenſe 
of the duty, can act without the in- 
fluence of the other : ſurely the moſt 
exalted motive which can only be de- 
pended upon for the uniform practice 
of virtue, —muſt come down from 
above. from the love and imitation 
of the goodneſs of that Being in whoſe 
fight we wiſh to render ourſelves ac- 
ceptable: this will operate at all times 


and all places, — in the darkeſt clo- 
ſet as much as on the greateſt and moſt | 
public theatres of the world. 
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But with different conceptions of 


125 


the Deity, or ſuch impure ones as 
they entertained, is it to be doubted 
whether in the many ſecret trials of 


our virtue, we ſhould not determine 


our caſes of conſcience with much the 


ſame kind of caſuiſtry as that of the Li- 
bertine in Terence, who being en gaged 
in a very unjuſtifiable purſuit, and 
happening to ſee a picture which re- 
preſented a known ſtory of Jupiter 


in a like tranſaction, — argued the 


matter thus within himſelf. — If the 


great Jupiter could not reſtrain his 


appetites, and deny himſelf an indul- 
gence of this kind — ego Homuncia 
Hoc non facerem ? ſhall I a mortal. 
an inconſiderable mortal too, cloth'd 
with infirmities of fleſh and blood, — 
„„ 
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114 S ERM O N XI. 


pretend to a virtue, which the Father 


of gods and men could not? What 


inſolence! 

The mathe was naturale enough; 
and as ſo great a maſter of nature 
puts it into the mouth of one of his 


principal characters, no doubt the lan- 


guage was then underſtood ; it was 


copied from common life, and was 
not the firſt application which 2 
been made of the ſtory. 

It will ſcarce admit of a queſtion, 
Whether vice would not naturally 
grow bold upon the credit of ſuch an 


example; or whether ſuch impreſſions 


did not influence the lives and morals 
of many in the heathen world; and 


had there been no other proof of it, 


but the natural tendency of ſuch no- 


SERMON XI. ns 


tions to corrupt them, it had been 


ſuficient reaſon to believe it was ſo. 


No doubt, there is ſufficient room 
for amendment in the Chriſtian world, 


and we may be ſaid to be a very cor- 


rupt and bad generation of men, con- 
ſidering what motives we have, from 
the purity of our religion, and the 


force of its ſanctions, to make us bet- 


ter: — yet {till I affirm, if theſe re- 


ſtraints were taken off, the world 
would be infinitely worſe : and tho 
ſome ſenſe of morality might be pre- 


ſerved, as it was in the heathen world, 


with the more conſiderate of us, yet 
in general I am perſuaded, that the 


bulk of mankind, upon ſuch a ſuppo- 


fition, would ſoon come to live witb- 
out Gop in the world, and in a ſhort 
I 2 


737 — „ *- * 
554. RO 


17 


— — 


| 


116 SERMON XL 
time differ from Indians themſelves itz 


little elſe but their complexions. 


If, after all; the Chriſtian religion 
has not left a ſufficient proviſion 
againſt the wickedneſs of the world, 
the ſhort and true anſwer is this, 
That there can be none. 


It is ſufficient to leave us without 
excuſe, that the excellency of this in- 


ſtitution in its doctrine, its precepts, 


and its examples, has a proper ten- 


dency to make us a virtuous and a 


happy people ;——every page is an 


addreſs to our hearts to win them to 
theſe purpoles; re 
was not intended to work upon men 
by force and natural neceſſity, but by 


but as religion 


moral perſuaſion, which ſets good and 
evil before them, —1o that if men 


SERMON M. 
have power to do the evil and chuſe 


the good, and will abuſe it, 


- 


this cannot be avoided. Religion 


ever implies a freedom of choice, and 


all the beings in the world which 


have it, were created free to ſtand 


and free to fall; — and therefore 


men who will not be perſuaded by 
this way of addreſs, muſt expect and 
be contented to be reckoned with, ac- 
cording to the talents they have re- 
ceived. 


SERMON XII. 
The Azusks of CONSCIENCE 


conſidered, 


HEBREWS, Xill. 18, 


For we truſt we have a good 


Conſcience.. 


TURUST!—— Truſt we have a 
good Conſcience ! — Surely 
you will ſay, if there is any thing in 
this life which a man may depend 
upon, and to the knowledge of which 
he 1s capable of arriving upon the 
moſt indiſputable evidence, it muſt be 
— Whether he has. 
a good Conſcience, or no. 
I 4 


this very thing, 
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If a man thinks, at all, he cannot 
well be a ſtranger to the true ſtate of 
this account: He muſt be privy to 
his own thoughts and defires—— He 
muſt remember his paſt purſuits, and 
know certainly the true ſprings and 
motives, Which, in general, have go- 
vern'd the actions of his life. 

In other matters we may be deceived 
by falſe appearances; and, as the wiſe 
man complains, Hardly do we gueſs 
aright at the things that are upon the 
earth, and with labour do we find the 
things that are before us : —— but here 
the mind has all the evidence and facts 
within herſelf: 
web ſhe has wove- knows its 


is conſcious of the 


texture and fineneſs, and the exact 
ſhare which*every paſſion has had in 


SERMON . 
working upon the ſeveral deſigns, 
which virtue or vice has plann'd be- 
fore her. 

Now. — as Conſcience is nothing 
elſe but the knowledge which the mind 
has within itſelf of this; and the judg- 
ment, either of approbation or cen- 
ſure, which it unavoidably makes up- 
on the ſucceſſive actions of our lives, 


| 9 


— tis plain, you will ſay, from the 


very terms of the propoſition, when- 
ever this inward teſtimony goes againſt 
a man, and he ſtands ſelf-accuſed, — 
that he muſt neceſſarily be a guilty. 
man. And, on the contrary, when 
the report is favourable on his fide, 
and his heart condemns him not,— 
that it is not a matter of truſt, as the 
Apoſtle iptimates, but a matter 6f 


122 SERMON XII. 
certainty and fact, that the Conſcience 
is good, and that the man muſt be good 
alſo. FA 
At firſt ſight, this may ſeem to be 
a true ſtate of the cale; and I make 
no doubt but the knowledge of right 
and wrong is ſo truly impreſs'd upon 
the mind of man; that, did no ſuch 
thing ever happen, as that the con- 
ſcience of a man, by long habits of 
fin, might (as the Scripture aſſures us 
it may) inſenſibly become hard; and, 
like ſome tender parts of his body, by 
much ſtreſs, and continual hard uſage, 
loſe, by degrees, that nice ſenſe and 
perception with which Gop and na- 
ture endowed 1t : — Did this never 
happen :—or was it certain that ſelf- 
love could never hang the leaſt bias 
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upon the judgment: or that the little 
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intereſts below could riſe up and per- 
plex the faculties of our upper regions, 
and encompaſs them about with clouds 
and thick darkneſs:— could no ſuch 
thing as favour and affection enter this 


ſacred court: — did Wir diſdain to 
take a bribe in it, or was aſhamed to 
ſhew its face as an advocate for an 
unwarrantable enjoyment :—or, laſtly, 
were we aſſured that Ix ERES ſtood 
always unconcern'd whilſt the cauſe 
was hearing,—and that Pass rox ne- 
ver got into the judgment: ſeat, and 


| pronounced ſentence in the ſtead of 
reaſon, which 1s ſuppoſed always to 
preſide and determine upon the caſe : 
—was this truly ſo, as the objection 
muſt ſuppoſe, no doubt, then, the re- 
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ligious and moral ſtate of a man would 
be exactly what he himſelf eſteemed 
it; and the guilt or innocence of 
every man's life could be known, in 
general, by no better meaſure, than 
the degrees of his own approbation or 
cenſure. 1 
I own, in one caſe, whenever a 
man's Conſcience does accuſe him (as 
it ſeldom errs on that fide), that he is 
guilty; and, unleſs in melancholy and 


hypochondriac caſes, we may ſafely 
pronounce that there is always ſuffi- 
: 3 cient gr ounds for the accuſation. 


But, the converſe of the propoſition 
| will not hold true, 


namely, That _ 
wherever there is guilt, the Conſcience 
muſt accuſe ; and, if it does not, that 
a man is therefore innocent, —— This 
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is not fact; ſo that the common 
conſolation which ſome good Chriſtian 
or other is hourly adminiſtering to 
himſelf, —— That he thanks Gop his 
mind does not miſgive him; and that, 


conſequently, he has a good Cons 
ſcience, becauſe he has a quiet one 
As current as the inference Is, and as 
infallible as the rule appears at firſt 
ſight, yet, when you look nearer to 
it, and try the truth of this rule upon 
plain facts, you find it liable to ſo 
much error, from a falſe application 
of it: the principle on which it goes 
ſo often perverted:—the whole force 
of it loſt, and ſometimes ſo vilely caſt 
away, that it is painful to produce the 
common examples from human life, 


which confirm this account. 
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A man ſhall be vicious and utterly 
debauched in his principles; excep- 
tionable in his conduct to the world; 
ſhall live ſhameleſs, — in the open 
commiſſion of a ſin which no reaſon 
or pretence can - juſtify ; a ſin, by 
which, contrary to all the workings of 
humanity within, he ſhall ruin for 
ever the deluded partner of his guilt ; 

— rob her of her beſt dowry ; — 
and not only cover her own head with 
| diſnonour, but involve a whole virtu- 
ous family in ſhame and ſorrow for 
her ſake. Surely, — you'll think 
Conſcience muſt lead ſuch a man a 
troubleſome life: — he can have no 


reſt night or day from its reproaches. 
Alas! Conſcience had ſomething 
elſe to do all this time than break in 


SERMON XII. 127 
upon him: as Elijah reproached the 
god Baal, this domeſtic God was ei- 
ther talking, or purſuing, or was in 
a journey, or, peradventure, be ſlept 
and could not be awoke. Perhaps he 
was gone out in company with Ho- 
NOUR, to fight a duel ;z——to Pay off 
ſome debt at play; — 
nuity, the bargain of his luſt. Per- 
haps, Conſcience all this time was en- 
gaged at home, talking aloud againſt 
petty larceny, and executing ven- 
geance upon ſome ſuch puny erimes as 
his fortune and rank in life ſecured 
him againſt all temptation of com- 
mitting: — ſo that he lives as mer- 
rily, ſleeps as ſoundly in his bed; 


— and, at the laſt, meets death with 
as much unconcern, 
; FO 


—perhaps, 


128 SERMON KII. 
much more ſo, than a much better 
man. | 

Another is ſordid, unmerciful ;— 
a ſtrait-hearted, ſelfiſh wretch, inca- 
pable either of private friendſhips, or 
public ſpirit. 


Take notice how he 
paſſes by the widow and orphan 1n 
their diſtreſs; and ſees all the miſeries 
incident to human life without a ſigh 
or a prayer. Shall not Conſcience 
riſe up and ſting him on ſuch occa- 
ſions? No. — Thank Gop, there is 
no occaſion. '* 1 pay every man his 
£ own, —— I have no fornication to 
© anſwer to my Conſcience, no faith- 
© leſs vows or promiſes to make up, 
© I have debauch'd no man's wife or 
© child. —— Thank Gop I am not as 
© other men, adulterers, - unjuſt, or 
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© even as this libertine who ſtands - 
before me.” N 
A third is crafty and deſigning in 


his nature. — View his whole life, 


tis nothing elſe but a cunning 
contexture of dark arts and unequi- 
table ſubterfuges, baſely to defeat the 
true intent of all laws, plain- dealing, 
and the ſafe enjoyment of our ſeveral 
properties — You will ſee ſuch. a 
one working out a frame of little. 
deſigns upon the ignorance and per- 
plexities of the poor and needy man: 


——ſhall raiſe a fortune upon the in- 
experience of a youth, —or the un- 
ſuſpecting temper of his friend, Who 
would have truſted him with his life. 
When old age comes on, and repent- 

ance calls him to look back upon this 
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130 SERMON XII. 


black account, and ſtate it over again 
Conſcience 


with his Conſcience 

looks into the Statutes at Large. 
finds perhaps no expre/s lato broken by 
what he has done; — perceives no 
penalty or forfeiture incurr'd — 
ſees no ſcourge waving over his head 
or priſon opening its gate upon 
him. What is there to affright his 
Conſcience ?—— Conſcience has got 
fafely entrench'd behind the letter of 
the law, ſits there invulnerable, forti- 
fied with caſes and reports fo ftrongly 
on all ſides, —-that tis not preach- 
ing can diſpoſſeſs it of its hold. 
Another ſhall want even this re- 
fuge . ſhall break thro? all this ce- 
remony of ſlow chicane; ſcorns the 
doubtful workings of ſecret plots and 
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cautious trains to bring about his pur- 
poſe. See the barefaced villain 
how he cheats, lies, perjures, robs, 
murders, — horrid ! But indeed 
much better was not to be expected 
in this caſe.—— 


\ 


The poor man was 
in the dark !—— His prieſt had got 
the keeping of his Conſcience, and 
all he had let him know of it was, 
That he muſt believe in the Pope; 
go tomaſs;—— croſs himſelf ;—— tell 
his beads ;— be a good Catholic; 
and that this in all conſcience was 
enough to carry him to heaven. 
What?——if he perjures?—— Why, 
he had a mental reſervation in 
it. But if he is ſo wicked and aban- 
doned a wretch as you repreſent him, 
A if he robs, or murders, will not 
K 2 
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Conſcience, on every ſuch act, receive 


a wound itſelf?: — Ay — But the 


man has carried it to confeſſion, the 
wound digeſts there, and will do well 
enough, — and in a ſhort time be 


quite healed up by abſolution. 


O Popery] what haſt thou to an- 
when not content with 


ſwer for? 


the too many natural and fatal ways 


thro' which the heart is every day 
thus treacherous to itſelf above all 
things, thou haſt wilfully ſet open 


this wide gate of deceit before the 


face of this unwary Traveller, —too 
apt, Gop knows, to go aſtray of him- 
ſelf, — and confidently ſpeak peace 
to his ſoul, when there is no peace. 
Of this the common inſtances, 
which I haye drawn out of life, are 
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too notorious to require much evi- 
dence. If any man doubts the reality 
of them, or thinks it impoſſible for 
man to be ſuch a bubble to himſelf, — 
I muſt refer him a moment to his re- 
flections, and mall then venture to 
truſt the appeal with his own heart. 
Let him conſider in how different a 
degree of deteſtation numbers of 
wicked actions ſtand here, though 
equally bad and vicious in their own 
natures — he will ſoon find that ſuch 
of them as ſtrong inclination or cuſ- 
tom have prompted him to commit, 
are generally dreſs d out and painted 
with all the falſe beauties which a ſoft 
and a flattering hand can give them, 
and that the others to which he feels 
no propenſity, appear, at once, naked 
> ROS — OY 
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and deformed, ſurrounded with all 

the true circumſtances of folly, and 

diſhonour. | TOY 
When David ſurpriſed Saul ſleep- 


ing in the cave, and cut off the ſkirt 
of his robe, — we read, his heart 


ſmote him for what he had done. — 
But, in the matter of Uriah, where 
a faithful and gallant ſervant, whom 


he ought to have lov'd and honour'd, 
fell to make way for his luſt; where 
Conſcience had ſo much preater reaſon 
to take the alarm, —his heart ſmote 
him not. A whole year had almoft 
paſſed from the firſt commiſſion of 
that crime——to the time Nathan 
was ſent to reprove him; and we read 


not once of the leaſt ſorrow or com- 
punction of heart, which he teſtified 
9 
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during all that time, for what he had 
done. | 

Thus Conſcience, this once able 
monitor, — placed on high as a judge 
within us, — and intended, by our 
Maker, as a juſt and equitable one 
too, —by an unhappy train of cauſes 


and impediments, takes often ſuch. 


imperfe& cognizance of what paſſes, 


does its office ſo negligently, — 
ſometimes fo corruptly, that it is not 
to be truſted alone: and therefore, we 
find, there is a neceſſity, an abſolute 
_ neceſſity, of joining another principle 
with it, to aid, if not govern, its de- 
terminations. 

So that if you would form a juſt 
judgment of what is of infinite im- 
Portance to you not to be miſled in, 
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namely, in what degree of real me- 
rit you ſtand, either as an honeſt 
man, 


an uſeful citizen, 


a 
faithful ſubject to your king. or 


a good ſervant to your Gop 
call in Reticion and MoraLITY. 


Look What 1s written in the 


law of Gop ? — How readeſt thou? 


Conſult calm reaſon, and the un- 
changeable obligations of juſtice and 
—Whar ſay they ? PT 
Let Conſcience determine the mat- 


ter upon theſe reports, — and then, 
if thy heart condemn thee not, 
which is the caſe the Apoſtle 8 
poſes, —the rule will be infallible, 


| Thou wilt have confidence towards 
God ;—— that is, have juſt grounds 
to believe the judgment thou haſt 
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paſſed upon thyſelf, is the judgment of 


Gop; and nothing elſe but an anti- 
cipation of that righteous ſentence, 


which will be pronounced, hereafter, 
upon thee by that Brixo, before 
whom thou art finally to give an ac- 


count of. thy actions. 


Bleſſed i is the man, indeed then, as 
the Author of the book of Ecclefraſti- 
cus expreſſes it, wwbo is not pricked 
with the multitude of bis fins. —Blefſed 
is the man whoſe heart hath not 


condemned him, and who is not fallen 


from bis hope in the Lord. I hether 
he be rich, continues he, or whether 


de be poor, — if he have a good heart, 
(a heart thus guided and inform'd) 
He ſhall at all times rejcice in a 
cheerful countenance—— His mind ſhall 
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133 SERMON XII. 

tell him more than ſeven watchmen 
that fit above upon a tower on high. 
In the darkeſt doubts it ſhall con- 
duct him ſafer than a thouſand Ca- 
ſuiſts, and give the ſtate he lives in 
a better ſecurity for his behaviour, 
than all the clauſes and reſtrictions 
put together, which the wiſdom of 
the legiſlature is forced to multi- 
ply,- forced, I ſay, as things ſtand; 


human laws being not a matter of 


original choice, but of pure neceſſity, 
brought in to fence againſt the miſ- 
chievous effects of thoſe Conſciences 
which are no law unto themſelves : 
wiſely intending by the many provi- 
fions made, That in all ſuch corrupt or 
miſguided caſes, where principle and 
the checks of Conſcience will not 
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make us upright, to ſupply their 
force, and by the terrors of jails and 
halters oblige us to 1t. 
To have the fear of Gop before 
our eyes; and, in our mutual deal- 
ings with each other, to govern our 
actions by the eternal meaſures of 
right and wrong: the firſt of theſe 
will comprehend the duties of reli- 
gion: the ſecond thoſe of morality: 
which are ſo inſeparably connected 
together, that you cannot divide theſe 
two Tables, even in imagination (tho' 
the attempt is often made in practice), 
without breaking and mutually de- 
ſtroying them both. 

I faid the attempt is often made; 


—— and ſo it is; — there being no- 
thing more common than to ſee a 


ligion, 


cion of his moral character, 
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man, who has no ſenſe at all of re- 


and indeed has /o much of 


honeſty, as to pretend to none; who 


would yet take it as the bittereſt af- 
front, ſhould you but hint at a ſuſpi- 


or 
imagine he was not conſcientiouſly 


Juſt, and ſcrupulous to the uttermoſt 


mite. 


When there is ſome appearance that 


it is ſo, — though. one is not willing 


even to ſuſpect the appearance of ſo 
great a virtue, as moral honeſty ;— 
yet were we to look into the grounds 
of it in the preſent caſe, I am perſuad- 
ed we ſhould find little reaſon to envy. 


ſuch a man the honour of his motive. 


Let him declaim as pompouſly as 
he can on the ſubject, it will be found 
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at laſt to reſt upon no better found- 
ation than either his intereſt, his 


2 — Mt — — EE 
8 — 2 be 
r RT nee 3 = DOD ID ar Ki RS 
— - > * — — X 4 — 
— — : : 


NY 


8 Sen + = 2 
. * * — hk ot — 2 — — :—<_ 
do v4AW * rr F — 52 — 
e ns 22 — > \ ct x 

Þ . G — — 8 — > CY gr 1 
—— 


. — 
rer 


— 2 
2 


pride, his eaſe; or ſome ſuch little and 
changeable paſſion, as will give us but 
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ſmall dependence upon his actions in 


— 


matters of great ſtreſs. 7 Wi 
Give me leave to illuſtrate this by 
an example. 
I know the banker I deal with; or 
the phyſician J uſually call in, to be 


neither of them men of much re- 
ligion: I hear them make a jeſt of 
it every day, and treat all its fanc- 


tions with ſo much ſcornand contempt, 


as to put the matter paſt doubt. 
Well, 


my fortune into the hands of the one, 


notwithſtanding this I put 


5 


——— and, what 1s dearer ſtil] to me, 


J truſt my life to the honeſt ſkill of 


1 


as '? 
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the other. Now let me examine 
what is my reaſon for this great con- 
fidence.— Why,—1n the firſt place, 
I believe that there is no probability 
that either of them will employ the 
power, I put into their hands, to my 
diſadvantage. I conſider that honeſty 
ſerves the purpoſes of this life, —1 
know their ſucceſs in the world de- 


pends upon the fairneſs of their cha- 
racter ;— 


—that they cannot hurt me 
without hurting themſelves more. 

But put it otherwiſe, namely, that 
intereſt lay for once on the other ſide. 
hat a caſe ſhould happen 
wherein the one, without ſtain to his 
reputation, could ſecrete my fortune, 
and leave me naked in the world: 
—— or that the other could ſend me 


3 
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out of it, and enjoy an eſtate by 
my death, without diſhonour to him- 
ſelf or his art — In this caſe what 
hold have I of either of them? 
Religion, the ſtrongeſt of all motives, 
is out of the queſtion. — Intereſt, 
the next moſt powerful motive in this 
world, is ſtrongly againſt me.— I 
have nothing left to caſt into the ſcale 
to balance this temptation.—1 muſt 
lay at the mercy of honour, —or 
ſome ſuch capricious principle.—Strait 
ſeeurity! for two of my beſt and moſt 
valuable bleſſings, — my * 
and my life 


As therefore we can Hawk no de- 
pendence upon morality without reli- 
gion; ſo, on the other hand, there 


is nothing better to be expected from 
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144 SERMON XII. 

religion without morality; nor can. 
any man be ſuppoſed to diſcharge his 
duties to Gop (whatever fair appear- 
ances he may hang out, that he does 
ſo), if he does not pay as conſcientious 
a regard to the duties which he owes 
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his fellow- creature. 

This is a point capable in elf of 
ſtrict demonſtration.-— Nevertheleſs; 
tis no rarity to ſee a man whole real 
moral merit ſtands very low, who yet 
entertains the higheſt notion of him- 

elf, in the light of a devout and re- 
ligious man. He ſhall not only be 
covetous, revengeful, implacable, — 
but even wanting in-points of com- 
mon honeſty —— Yet becauſe he talks 
loud againſt the infidelity of the age, 
—1s zealous for ſome points of re- 
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ligion, — goes twice a day to church, 
attends the ſacraments, and amuſes 
himſelf with a few inſtrumental du- 
ſhall cheat his 
conſcience into a judgment that for 
this he is a religious man, and has 

diſcharged faithfully his duty to 
Gop : and you will find, that ſuch a 
man, through force of this deluſion, 
generally looks down with ſpiritual 
pride upon every other man who has 


leſs affectation of piety, tho', per- 


ties of religion, 


haps, ten times more moral honeſty 

than himſelf. | 
This is likewiſe a * evil under the 

un; and I believe there is no one 

miſtaken principle which, for its time, 

has wrought more ſerious miſchiefs, 

For a general proof of this, examine 
VOL. IV. -. L 
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146 SERMON XII. 

the hiſtory of the Romiſb church. 
See what ſcenes of cruelty, murders, 
rapines, bloodſhed, have all been 


ſanctified by a religion not go- 


verned by morality. 

In how many kingdems of the 
world, has the cruſading ſword of 
this miſguided Saint-Errant ſpared 
neither age, or merit, or ſex, or con- 
dition !—— And, as he fought under 
the banners of a religion, which ſet 
him looſe from juſtice and humanity, 


he ſhewed none, -— mercileſly 
trampled upon both, heard neither 
the cries of the unfortunate, nor pitied 


their diſtreſſes. 


If the teſtimony of paſt centuries 


in this matter is not ſufficient, 
conſider at this inſtant, how the vo- 
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taries of that religion are every day 
thinking to do ſervice and honour to 
Gop, by actions which are a diſhonour 
and ſcandal to themſelves. 


To be convinced of this, go with 


me for a moment into the priſons of 


the inquiſition. 


- Behold religion 
with mercy and juſtice chain'd down 
under her feet, — there ſitting ghaſt- 
ly upon a black tribunal, propp'd up 
with racks and inſtruments of tor- 
ment. — Hark ! —— What a piteous 
groan! — See the melancholy wretch 
who utter'd it, juſt brought forth to 
undergo the anguiſh of a mock- trial, 
and endure the utmoſt pains that a 
ſtudied ſyſtem of religious cruelty has 
been able to invent. Behold this 
helpleſs victim delivered up to his 
L 2 
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148 SERMON XII. 
tormentors. His body ſo waſted with 
ſorrow and long confinement, you'll 
ſee every nerve and muſcle as it ſuf- 
fers. Obſerve the laſt movement 
of that horrid engine. —— What con- 
vulſions it has thrown him into. 


Conſider the nature of-the poſture in 
which he now lies ſtretch'd What 
exquiſite torture he endures by it.— 


Good 
Gop! ſee how it keeps his weary 


Tis all nature can bear. 


ſoul hanging upon his trembling lips, 


willing to take its leave, 
but not ſuffered to depart. Behold 
the unhappy wretch led back to his 
cell, — dragg'd out of it again to 


meet the flames, and the inſults in 


his laſt agonies, which this principle 


this principle that there can be 
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religion without morality, has ap 
pared for him. 


The ſureſt way to try the merit of 
any diſputed notion, — is to trace 
down the conſequences ſuch a notion 
has produced, and compare them with 
the /pirit of Chriſtianity. 'Tis the 
ſhort and deciſive rule, which our Sa- 
VIOUR has left for theſe and ſuch like 

cCaſes, = 


— and 1s worth a thouſand 
arguments. By their fruits, lays he, 
ye ſhall know them. * FR | 

Thus religion and morality, like 
faſt friends and natural allies, can 
never be ſet at variance, without the 
mutual ruin and diſhonour of them 
both; 
this unfriendly office, is no well- 
wither to either, 


and whoever goes about 


and whatever he 
. 


ro SERMON XII. 
pretends, he deceives his own heart, 
and, I fear, his morality, as well as. 
his religion, will be vain. 

I will add no farther to the engel 
of this diſcourſe, than by two or three 
ſhort and independent Rules, deduci- 
ble from what has been ſaid. 
17, Whenever a man talks loudly 
againſt religion, always ſuſpect that 
It is not his reaſon, but his paſſions 
which have got the better of his 
creed.—A bad life and a good belief, are 
diſagreeable and troubleſome neigh- 
bours, and where they ſeparate, de- 
pend upon it, 'tis for no other cauſe 
but quietneſs ſake. 

2dly, When a man thus repreſent- 
ed, tells you in any particular in- 
ſtance, that ſuch a thing goes againſt 
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his conſcience, ——always believe he 


means exactly the ſame thing as when 
he tells you ſuch a thing goes againſt 


his ſtomach, a preſent want of ap- 
Petite being generally the true cauſe 
of both. 

In a word, ——truſt that man in no- 


who has not a conſcience 


thing, — 
in every thing. 

And in your own caſe remember 
this plain diſtinction, a miſtake in 
which has ruin'd thouſands That 


your conſcience is not a law z no,. — 


Gov and reaſon made the law, and 

has placed Conſcience within you to 

determine, —not like an Afatic Cadi, 

according to the ebbs and flows of his 

own paſſions; — but like a Britifo 
| La 3 
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15:2 SERMON XII, 

judge in this land of liberty, who 
— but faithfully 
declares that glorious law which he 
finds already written, 


makes no new law, 


SERMON XIII. 
Temporal Advantages of Religion. 


PROVERBS, ili. 17. 


Hi Ways are ways of pleaſintaife and 
all her paths are peace. 


HER E are two opinions which 


"his inconſiderate are apt to take 
upon truſt.—The firſt is—a vicious 
life, is a life of liberty, pleaſure, and 
happy advantages. The ſecond is 

and which is the converſe of the firſt 
that a religious life is a ſervile and 
moſt uncomfortable ſtate. : 
| The firſt breach which the devil 
made upon human Innocence, was by 
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the help of the firſt of theſe ſuggeſ- 
tions, when he told Eve, that by 
eating of the tree of knowledge, ſhe 
ſhould be as Gon, that is, ſhe ſhould 
reap ſome high and ſtrange felicity 
from doing what was forbidden her. — 
But I need not repeat the ſucceſs— 
Eve learnt the difference between 
good and evil by her tranſgreſſion, 
which ſhe knew not before—but then 
ſhe fatally learnt at the ſame time, 
that the difference was only this— 
that good is that which can only give 
the mind pleaſure and comfort—and 
that evil is that, which muſt neceſſa- 
rily be attended ſooner or later with 
ſhame and ſorrow. 

As the deceiver of mankind thus 
began his triumph over our race—ſq 
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has he carried it on ever ſince by the 
very ſame argument of deluſion. 


That is, by poſſeſſing men's minds 
early with great expectations of the 


preſent incomes of ſin, — making 


them dream of wonderous gratifica- 


tions they are to feel in following 


their appetites in a forbidden way— 


making them fancy, that their own. 
grapes yield not fo delicious a taſte 
as their neighbours, and that they 


ſhall quench their thirſt with more 
pleaſure at his fountain, than at their 
own. This | is the opinion which at 


firſt too generally prevails—till expe- 
rience and proper ſeaſons of reflec- 
tion make us all at one time or other 
confeſs - that our counſellor has been 
(as from the beginning) an impoſ- 
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r6 SERMON XIII. 
ror——and that inſtead of fulfilling 
theſe hopes of gain and ſweetneſs in 
what is forbidden—that on the con- 


trary, every unlawtul enjoyment leads 
only to bitterneſs and loſs. 


The ſecond opinion, or, That a 
religious life is a ſervile and uncom- 
fortable ſtate, has proved ano leſs fatal 
and capital falſe principle in the con- 
duct of unexperience through life— 
the foundation of which miſtake ari- 
{ing chiefly from this previous wrong 
judgment that true happineſs and 
freedom lies in a man's always 


following his own humour that to 


live by moderate and preſcrib'd 
rules, 1s to live without joy 


that not to proſecute our paſſions 1s 


to be cowards — and to forego every 
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thing for the tedious diſtance of a 
future life, 

Was it true that a virtuous man 
could have no pleafure but what 
ſhould ariſe from that remote pro- 
fpet——T own we are by nature fo 
goaded on by the deſire of preſent 
happineſs, that was that the caſe, 


thouſands would faint under the dif- 


couragement of ſo remote an expec- 


tation. But in the mean time the 
Scriptures give us a very different 
. proſpect of this matter. There we 
are told that the ſervice of God is true 


liberty that the yoke of Chriſtianity 


is eaſy in compariſon of that yoke 


which muſt be brought upon us by 
any other ſyſtem of living, —and the 
text tells of wiſdom—by which he 
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158 SERMON XIII. 

means Religion, that it has pleaſant- 
neſs in its way, as well as glory in 
its end ——that it will bring us peace 
and joy, ſuch as the world cannot 
give. 


So that upon examining the 
truth of this aſſertion, we ſhall be ſet 
right in this error, by ſeeing that a 
religious man's happineſs does not 
ſtand at ſo tedious a diſtance - but is 
ſo preſent and indeed ſo inſeparable 
from him, as to be felt and taſted 
every hour — and of this even the vi- 
cious can hardly be inſenſible, from 
what he may perceive to ſpring up 
in his mind, from any caſual act of 
virtue. And tho' it is a pleaſure 
that properly belongs to the good— 
yet let any one try the experiment, 
and he will ſee what is meant by that 
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moral delight, ariſing from the con- 
ſcience of well doing. Let him but 
refreſh the bowels of the needy let 
him comfort the broken-hearted—or 
check an appetite, or overcome a 
temptation or receive an affront 
with temper and meekneſs—and he 
ſhall find the tacit praiſe of what he 
has done, darting thro' his mind, 
accompanied with a ſincere pleaſure— 
conſcience playing the monitor even 


to the looſe and moſt inconſiderate, 


in their moſt caſual acts of well-doing, 


and is, like a voice whiſpering behind 
and ſaying—this is the way of plea- 
ſantneſs this is the Path, of peace 
walk in it.— 

But to do further juſtice to hl 
rext, we muſt look beyond this ins 
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165 SERMON XIII. 
ward recompence which 18 always in- 


ſeparable from virtue 


and take a 
viewof the outward advantages, which 
are as inſeparable from it, and which 
the Apoſtle particularly refers to, 
when *tis ſaid, Godlineſs has the pro- 
miſe of this life, as well as that which 
is to come and in this argument it 
is that religion appears in all its 
glory and ſtrength—unanſwerable in 
all its obligations that beſides the 
principal work which it does for us 
in ſecuring our future well-being 
in the other world, it is likewiſe the 
moſt effectual means to promote our 
preſent and that not only morally, 
upon account of that reward which 
virtuous actions do entitle a man 
unto from a juſt and a wiſe provi- 


4 


SERMON XIII. 161 
dence, but by a natural tendency in 
themſelves, which the duties of reli- 
gion have to procure us riches, health, 
reputation, credit, and all thoſe 
things, wherein our temporal happ1- 
neſs is thought to conſiſt, —and this 
not only in promoting the well-being 
of particular perſons, but of public 
communities and of mankind in gene- 


ral, — agreeable to what the wiſe 


man has left us on record, that 


righteouſneſs exalteth a nation: —inſo- 
much, — that could we, in conſidering 
this argument, ſuppoſe outſelves to 
be in a capacity of expoſtulating with 
Gor, concerning the terms upon 


which we would ſubmit to his go- 


and to chuſe the laws 


vernment, 


ourſelves which we would be bound 
Vol. IV. M 
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162 SERMON XI. 

to obſerve, it would be impoſſible 
for the wit of man to frame any other 
propoſals, which upon all accounts 
would be more advantageous to our 
own intereſts, than thoſe very condi- 
tions to which we are obliged by the 
rules of religion and virtue. And in 
this does the reaſonableneſs of Chriſti- 
anity, and the beauty and wiſdom 
of providence, appear moſt eminently 
towards mankind, in governing us by 
ſuch laws as do moſt apparently 
tend to make us happy, ——and in a 
word, in making that (in his mercy} 
to be our duty, which in his wiſdom 
he knows to be our intereſt, —that is 
to ſay, what is moſt conducive to the 
eaſe and comfort of our mind, — the 


health and ſtrength of our body,— 


J no 
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the honour and proſperity of our ſtate 
and condition, the friendſhip and 
good-will of our fellow-creatures ;— 
to the attainment of all which, no 
more effectual means can poſſibly be 
made uſe of, than that plain direction, 
—to lead an uncorrupted life, and to 
do the thing which is right, to uſe no 
deceit in our tongue, nor do evil to our 
neighbour. 

For the better 1 e of which 


truth in your memories, give me leave 


to offer a few things to your con- 

ſideration. 
The firſt is, — that juſtice and ho- 

neſty contribute very much towards 

all the faculties of the mind: I mean, 

that it clears up the underſtanding 

from that miſt, which dark and crook- 
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ed deſigns are apt to raiſe in it, =and 
that it keeps up a regularity in the af- 
fections, by ſuffering no luſts or 25 
ends to diſorder them. — That it like- 
wiſe preſerves the mind from all damps 
of grief and melancholy, which are 
the ſure conſequences of unjuſt ac- 
tions; and that by ſuch an improve- 
ment of the faculties, it makes a 
man ſo much the abler to diſcern, and 
ſo much the more cheerful, active 
and diligent to mind his buſineſs. — 
Light is ſown for the righteous, ſays 
the prophet, and gladneſs for the 
upright in heart. 

Secondly, let it be obſerved—that 
in the continuance and courſe of a 
virtuous man's affairs, there is little 
probability of his falling into conſi- 
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derable diſappointments or calami- 
ties: not only becauſe guarded by 
the providence of God, but that ho- 
neſty is in its own nature the freeſt 
from danger. | 


| Firſt, becauſe ſuch a one lays no 

projects, which it is the intereſt of 

another to blaſt, and therefore needs 

no indirect methods or deceitful prac- 
tices to ſecure his intereſt by under- 
mining others. — The paths of virtue 
are plain and ſtraight, ſo that the blind, 

perſons of the meaneſt capacity, ſhall 

not err. —D1ſhoneſty requires {kill to 

conduct it, and as great art to con- 


ceal what 'tis every one's intereſt to 
detect. And I think I need not re- 
mind you how oft it happens 1n at- 
tempts of this kind where worldly 


M75. 
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men, in haſte to be rich, have over- 
run the only means to it, — and for 
want of laying their contrivances with 
proper cunning, or managing them 
with proper ſecrecy and advantage, 
have loſt for ever, what they might 
have certainly ſecured by honeſty and 
plain-dealing.— The general cauſes of 
the diſappointments in their buſineſs, 
or of unhappineſs in their lives, lying 
but too manifeſtly in their own diſor- 
derly paſſions, which, by attempting to 
carry them a ſhorter way to riches and 
honour, diſappoint them of both for 
ever, and make plain their ruin is from 
themſelves, and that they eat the 
fruits, which their own hands have 
watered and ripened. 
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Conſider, in the third place, that 
as the religious and moral man (one 
of which he cannot be without the 
other) not only takes the ſureſt courſe 
for ſucceſs in his affairs, but is diſ- 
poſed to procure a help, which never 
enters into the thoughts of a wicked 
one: for being conſcious of upright 
intentions, he can look towards hea- 
ven, and with ſome aſſurance recom- 
mend his affairs to Gop's bleſſing and 
direction. whereas the fraudulent 
and diſhoneſt Man, dares not call for 
Gop's bleſſing upon his deſigns,—or 
if he does, he knows it is in vain to 
expect it.—Now a man who believes 
that he has Gop on his ſide, acts with 
another ſort of life and courage, than 
he who knows, he ſtands alone; like 
M 4 
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Eſau, with his hand againſt every man, 
and every man's hand againſt his. 
The eyes of. the'Lord are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open to 
their cry,—but the face of the Lord 
is againſt them that do evil. | 
Conſider, in the fourth place, that 
in all good governments who under- 
ſtand their own intereſt, the upright 
and honeſt man ſtands rauch fairer for 
preferment, and much more likely to 
be employed in all things when fide- 
lity is wanted :—for all men, however 
the caſe ſtands with themſelves, they 
love at leaſt to find honeſty in thoſe 
they truſt ; nor is there any uſage we 
more hardly digeſt, than that of being 


outwitted and deceived.— This is fo 


true an obſervation, that the greateſt. 
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knaves have no other way to get into 
buſineſs, but by counterfeiting ho- 
neſty, and pretending to be what they 


are not; and when the impoſture is 


diſcovered, as it is a thouſand to one 
but it will, I have juſt ſaid, what 


muſt be the certain conſequence:— 


for when ſuch a one falls, —he has 


none to hep him, — ſo he ſeldom riſes 


again. 

This brings us to a fifth particular, 
in vindication of- the text, —That a 
virtuous man has this ſtrong advan- 
tage on his ſide (che "reverſe of the 
laſt), that the more and the longer he 
is known, ſo much the better 1s he 
loved, —ſo much the more truſted ;— 
ſo that his reputation and his for- 
tune have a gradual increaſe:—and 
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170 SERMON XIII. 


if calamities or croſs accidents ſnould 


bear him down (as no one ſtands 
out of their reach in this world) 


if he ſhould fall, who would not pity 
his diſtreſs, -who would not ſtretch 
forth his hand to raiſe him from the 
ground wherever there was vir- 
tue, he might expect to meet a 
friend and brother. — And this is not 
merely ſpeculation, but fact, con- 
firmed by numberleſs examples in 
life, of men falling into misfortunes, 
whoſe character and tried probity 
have raiſed them helps, and bore them 
up, when every other help has for- 
ſook them, 
Laſtly, to ſum up the account of 
the temporal advantages which pro- 
bity has on its ſide, —let us not forget 
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that greateſt of all happineſs, which 


the text refers to, in the expreſſion 


of all its paths being peace, - peace 


and content of mind, ariſing from the 
conſciouſneſs of virtue, which is the 
true and only foundation of all earthly 
ſatisfaction; and where that is want- 
ing, whatever other enjoyments you 
beſtow upon a wicked man, they will 


as ſoon add a cubit to his ſtature as 


to his happineſs—In the midſt of 


the higheſt entertainments, — this, 
like the hand-writing upon the wall, 
will be enough to ſpoil and diſreli ſñ the 
feaſt ;—but much more ſo, when the 
tumult and hurry of delight is over, — 
when all is {till and filent,—when 
the ſinner has nothing to do but at- 
tend its laſhes and remorſes ;—and 
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172 SERMON XIII. 
this, in ſpite of all the comman arts 
of diverſion, will be often the caſe 


of every wicked man: for we can- 
not hve always upon the ſtretch ;— 


our faculties will not bear conſtant 


pleaſure any more than conſtant pain; 


there will be ſome vacancies ; and 
when there are, they will be ſure to 
be filled with uncomfortable thoughts 
and black refle&ions.— So that, ſet- 
ting aſide the great aſter-reckoning, 
tae pleaſures of the wicked are over- 


bought, even in this world, 


I conclude with one obſervation 


upon the waole of this argument, 
which 1s this. 


Notwithſtanding the great force 
with which it has been often urged 
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by good writers, there are many 
caſes which it may not reach, 
Wherein vicious men may ſeem to 
enjoy their portion of this life, — and 
live as happy, and fall into as few 

troubles as other men: — and, there- 
fore, it is prudent not to lay more 
ſtreſs upon this argument than it will 
bear: — but always remember to call 
into our aid, that great and more 
unanſwerable argument, which will 
anſwer the moſt doubtful caſes which 
can be ſtated, and that is, certainty 
of a ſuture life, which Chriſtianity 
has brought to light. However men 
may differ in their opinions of the 
__ uſefulneſs of virtue for our preſent 
_ purpoſes, - no one was ever ſo. ab- 
ſurd, as to deny it ſerved our. beft 
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174 SERMON XIII. 

and our laſt intereſt, - when the little 
intereſts of this life were at an end. 
upon which conſideration we ſhould 
always lay the great weight which it 
is fitteſt to bear, as the ſtrongeſt ap- 
peal, and moſt unchangeable motive 
that can govern our actions at all 
times. —However, as every good ar- 
gument on the ſide of religion ſhould 
in proper times be made uſe of, — it is 
fit ſometimes to examine this,—by 
proving virtue is not even deſtitute of 
a preſent reward, — but carries in her 
hand a ſufficient recompence for all 
the ſelf-denials ſhe may occaſion :— 
ſhe is pleaſant in the way,—as well as 
in the end;—her ways being ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace. 
hut it is her greateſt and moſt diſ- 


g 


SERMON XIII. 175 
tinguiſhed glory, — that ſhe befriends 
us hereafter, and brings us peace at 
the laſt; — and this is a portion ſhe can 
never be diſinherited of, which may 


God of his mercy grant us all, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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SERMON XIV. 


Our Converſation in Heaven. 


PHILIPPIANS, ili. 20. iſt Part. 
For our converſation is in Heaven. 


HES E words are the conclu- 
ſion of the account which St. 
Paul renders of himſelf, to juſtify that 
particular part of his conduct and pro- 
ceeding, — his leaving ſo ſtrangely, and 
deſerting his Jewiſh rites and ceremo- 
nies, to which he was known to have 
been formerly ſo much attached, and 
in defence of which he had been ſo 
warmly and ſo remarkably engaged. 


This, as it had been matter of pro- 
Vol. N. N 
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27s SERMON: XIV. 

vocation againſt him amongſt his 
own countrymen the Jews, ſo was it 
no leſs an occaſion of ſurpriſe to the 
Gentiles ;—that a perſon of his great 
character, intereſt and reputation, — 
one who was deſcended from a tribe 
of Iſrael, deeply ſkilled in the pro- 
feſſions, and zealous in the o/ervances 
of the ftraiteſt ſect of that religion; who 
had their tenets inſtilled into him 
from his tender years, under the 1n- 
ſtitution of the ableſt maſters;—a 
Phariſee himſelf, —the ſon of a Phari- 
fee, and brought up at the feet of Ga- 
maliel,—one that was fo deeply in- 
tereſted, and an acceſſary in the per- 
ſecution of another religion, juſt then 
newly come up ;—a religion to which 
his whole ſect, as well as himſelf, had 


been always the bittereſt and moſt in- 
veterate enemies, and were conſtantly 
upbraided as ſuch, by the firſt found- 
er of it; that a perſon ſo beſet, and 
hemm'd in with intereſts and prejudices 
on all ſides, ſhould after all turn pro- 
ſelyte to the very religion he had hated; 
—a religion too, under the moſt uni- 
verſal contempt of any then in the 
world, — the chiefs and leaders of it 
men of the loweſt birth and educa- 
tion, without any advantages of parts 
or learning, or other endowments to 
recommend them: that he ſhould 
quit and abandon all his former pri- 
vileges, to become merely a fellow- 
labourer with theſe, —that he ſhould 
give up the reputation he had acquired 
amongſt his brethren by the ſtudy and 
N34 :: 
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180 SERMON XIV. 


that he 
ſhould give up his friends, — his rela- 


labours of a whole life; 


tions and family, from whom he eſ- 
tranged and baniſhed himſelf for life; 
this was an event ſo very extraor- 
dinary, — ſo: odd and unaccountable, 
—that it might well confound the 
It 


was not to be accounted for upon the 


minds of men to anſwer for it 


common rules and meaſures of pro- 


ceeding in human life. 

The Apoſtle, therefore, ſince no 
one elſe could ſo well do it for him, 
comes, 1n this chapter, to give an ex- 
planation why he had thus forſaken 
ſo many worldly advantages, —which 
was owing to a greater and more 
unconquerable affection to a better 
and more valuable intereſt, that in 
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the poor perſecuted faith, which he 
had once repreached and deſtroyed,.— 
he had now found ſuch a fullneſs of 
divine grace, — ſuch unfathomable 
depths of Gop's infinite mercy, and 
love towards mankind, that he could 
think nothing too much to part with 
in order to his embracing Chriſti- 
anity ;—nay, he accounted all things 
but loſs, — that is, leſs than nothing, 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Apoſtle, after this apology for 
himſelf, —proceeds, in the ſecond verſe 
before the text, to give a very dif- 
ferent repreſentation of the worldly 
views and ſenſual principles of other 
pretending teachers, — who had ſet 
themſelves up as an example for men 
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132 SERMON XIV. 

ro walk by, againſt whom he renews 
this caution : — For many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and 


now tell you 'even weeping, that they 


are the enemies to the crofs of 
Chriſt, —whoſe end is deſtruction, 
whoſe Gop is their belly, and whoſe 
glory is in their ſname, who mind 


earthly things, —gpwrzrlec ;—reliſh them, 


making them the only object of their 
wiſhes, —taking aim at nothing bet- 
ter, and nothing higher, — But our 


converſation, ſays he in the text, is 


in heaven.— We Chriſtians, who have 
embraced a perſecuted faith, are go- 
verned by other conſiderations, —— 
have greater and nobler views; here 
we conſider ourſelves only as pil- 
grims and ſtrangers. — Our home is in 
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another country, where weare continu- 
ally tending; there our hearts and af- 
fections are placed ; and when the few 
days of our pilgrimage ſhall be over, 
there ſhall we return, where a quiet 
habitation and a perpetual reſt is de- 
ſigned and prepared for us for ever. — 
Our converſation is in heaven, from 
whence, ſays he, we alſo look for the 

Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 

ſhall change our vile body, that it 
may be faſhioned like unto his glo- 
rious body, according to the working 
whereby he 1s able to ſubdue all 
things unto him. —It is obſervable, 
that St. Peter repreſents the ſtate of 
chriſtians under the ſame image, of 
ſtrangers on earth, whoſe city and 
proper home, is heaven: —he makes 
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184 SERMON XIV. 


uſe of that relation of citizens of 


heaven, as a ſtrong argument for a 
pure and holy life—beſeeching them 
as pilgrims and ſtrangers here, as 
men Whole intereſts and connexions 
are of ſo ſhort a date, and ſo trifling 
to abſtain from fleſhly 
luſts, which war againſt the ſoul, that 


a nature, 


is, unfit it for its heavenly country, 
and give it a diſreliſh to the enjoyment 
of that pure and ſpiritualized happi- 
neſs, of which that region muſt con- 
ſiſt, wherein there ſhall in no wiſe 
enter any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever worketh abomination.— 
The apoſtle tells us, that without ho- 
lineſs no man fhall ſee Gop ;—by 
which no doubt he means, that a 
_ yirtuous life is the only medium of 
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happineſs and terms of ſalvation, — 
which can only give us admiſſion into 

_ heaven; 


carry the aſſertion further, that with- 
out holineſs, —without ſome previous 
ſimilitude wrought in the faculties of 
the mind, correſponding with the 
nature of the pureſt of beings, who 
is to be the object of our fruition 
hereafter ;— that it is not morally 
only, but phyſically impoſſible for it 
to be happy, —and that an impure 
and polluted ſoul, is not only un- 
worthy of ſo pure a preſence as the 
ſpirit of Gop, but even incapable of 


enjoying 1t, could it be admitted. 


And here, not to feign a long hy- 
potheſis, as ſome have done, of a 


But ſome of our divines 
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1866 SERMON NIV. 

ſinner's being admitted into heaven, 
with a particular deſcription of his 
condition and behaviour there, — we 
need only conſider, that the ſupreme 
good, like any other good, is of a 
relative nature, and conſequently the 
enjoyment of it muſt require ſome 


qualification in the faculty, as well as 
the enjoyment of any other good does; 
there muſt be ſomethin 9 antecedent 
in the difpofition and temper, which 
will render that good a good to that 
individual, ——otherwife though (it is 
true) it may be poſſeſſed—yet it never 


can be-emjoyed, — 


Preach to a voluptuous epicure, 
who knows of no other happineſs in 
this world, but what ariſes from good 
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eating and drinking; ſuch a one, 
in the apoſtle's language, whoſe Gop 
was his belly ;—preach to him of the 
abſtractions of the foul, tell of its 
flights, and briſker motion in the 
pure regions of 1mimenſity ; —repre- 
ſent to him 'that ſaints and angels eat 
not, —but that the ſpirit of a man 
lives for ever upon wiſdom and hoh- 
neſs, and heavenly contemplations:— 
why, the only effect would be, that 
the fat glutton would ſtare a while 
upon the preacher, and in a few 
minutes fall faſt aſleep. No ; if you 
would catch his attention, and make 
him take in your diſcourſe greedily, — 
you muſt preach to him out of the 
Alcoran, talk of the raptures of ſen- 
ſual enjoyments, and of the pleaſures 
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188 SERMON XIV. 
of the perpetual feaſting, which Ma- 

homet has deſcribed ;—there you 
touch upon a note which awakens 
and ſinks into the inmoſt receſſes of 


his ſoul; without which, diſcourſe 


as wiſely and abſtractedly as you will 


of heaven, your repreſentations of it, 


however glorious and exalted, will 


paſs like the ſongs of melody over 
an ear incapable of diſcerning the 
diſtinction of ſounds.— 

We ſee, even in the common inter- 
courſes of ſociety, - how tedious it 
is to be in the company of a perſon 
whoſe humour is diſagreeable to our 
own, though perhaps in all other 


_ reſpects of the greateſt worth and ex- 


cellency.— How then can we ima- 
gine that an ill-diſpoſed ſoul, whoſe 


2 


SERMON XIV. 189 
converſation never reached to hea- 8 
ven, but whoſe appetites and deſires, 
to the laſt hour, have grovell'd upon 

this unclean ſpot of earth; how 


can we imagine it ſhould hereafter 
take pleaſure in Gop, or be able to 
taſte joy or ſatisfaction from his pre- 
ſence, who 1s ſo infinitely pure, that 
he even putteth no truſt in his 
faints, — nor are the heavens them- 
ſelves (as Job ſays) clean in his 
ſight. —The conſideration of this has 
led ſome writers ſo far, as to ſay, 
with ſome degree of irreverence in 
the expreſſion, 


that it was not in 


the power of Gop to make a wicked 
man happy, if the foul was ſeparated 
from the body, with all its vicious 


| habits and inclinations unreformed; — 
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do penance there to all eternity: 


190 SERMON XIV. 
which thought, a very able divine in 
our church has purſued ſo far, as to 
declare his belief, that could the 
happieſt manſion in heaven be ſup- 


poſed to be allotted to a groſs and 
polluted ſpirit, it would be ſo far 
from being happy in it, that it would 


by which he meant, it would carry 
ſuch appetites along with it, for 


which there could be found no ſuit- 


able objects. — A ſufficient cauſe for 
conſtant torment ;—for thoſe that it 


found there, would be ſo diſpropor- 


tioned, that they would rather vex 
and upbraid it, than ſatisfy its wants. — 


This, it is true, is mere ſpeculation, — 


and what concerns us not to know ; — 


it being enough for our purpoſe, that 


— 
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ſuch an experiment is never likely 
to be tried, that we ftand upon 
different terms with God, — that a 
_ virtuous life is the foundation of all 
our happineſs, —that as Gop has no 
pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall 
any evil dwell with him and that, 
if we expect our happineſs to be in 
heaven, —we muſt have our conver- 
ſation in heaven, whilſt upon earth, 
make it the frequent ſubject of our 
thoughts and meditations, — let every 
ſtep we take tend that way, — every 
action of our lives be conducted by 
that great mark of the prize of our 
high- calling, forgetting thoſe things 
which are behind. forgetting this 
world, diſengaging our thoughts and 
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192 SERMON XIV. 

affections from it, and thereby tranſ- 
forming them to the likeneſs of what 
we hope to be hereafter —How can we 
expect the inheritance of the ſaints of 
light, upon other terms than what 
they themſelves obtained it? — 

Can that body expect to riſe and 
ſhine 1n glory, that is a ſlave to luſt, 
or dies in the fiery purſuit of an im- 
pure deſire ? Can that heart ever be- 
come'the lightſome ſeat of peace and 
joy, that burns hot as an oven with 
anger, rage, envy, luſt, and ſtrife? full 
of wicked imaginations, ſet only to 
deviſe and entertain evil ? 

Can that fleſh appear in the laſt 
day, and inherit the kingdom of 


heaven in the glorified ſtrength of 
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perpetual youth, that is now clearly 
conſumed in intemperance, ſinks in 

the ſurfeit of continual drunkenneſs 

and gluttony, and then tumbles into 
the grave, and almoſt pollutes the 
ground that is under it?—Can we rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that head ſhall ever 
wear or become the crown of righte- 
ouſneſs and peace, in which dwells 
nothing but craft and avarice, deceit 
and fraud and treachery, —— which is 
always plodding upon worldly deſigns, 
racked with ambition, —rent aſunder 
with diſcord, — ever delighting im 
miſchief to others, and unjuſt advan- 
tages to itſelf ? — Shall that tongue, 
which is the glory of a man when 
rightly directed, —be ever fet to God's 
heavenly praiſes, and warble forth 
Yor. Iv, "0 - 
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194 SERMON XIV. 


the harmonies of the bleſſed, that is 
now full of curſing and bitterneſs, 

backbiting and flander, under which 
is ungodlineſs and vanity and the poi- 
ſon of aſps ? | | 

Can it enter into our hearts even 

to hope, that thoſe hands can ever 
receive the reward of righteouſneſs, 
that are full of blood, laden with 
the wages of iniquity, of theft, rapine, 
violence, extortion, or other unlawful 
gain? or that thoſe feet ſhall ever 
be beautiful upon the mountains of 
light and joy, that were never ſhod 
for the preparation of the goſpel, — 
that have run quite out of the way 
of God's word, and made haſte 
only to do evil? No ſurely.— In this 
ſenſe, — he that is unjuſt, let him be 


* 
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unjuſt ſtill, and he which is filthy, 


let him be filthy till. | 

Hoy inconſiſtent the whole body 
of ſin is, with the glories of the ce- 
leſtial body that ſhall be revealed 


hereafter, 


and that in proportion 
as we fix the repreſentation of theſe 
glories upon our minds, and in the 
more numerous particulars we do 
it,. — the ſtronger the neceſſity as well 
as perſuaſion to deny ourſelves all 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
preſent. world, as the only way to 
entitle us to that bleſſedneſs ſpoken 
of in the Revelations—of thoſe who 
do his commandments, and have a 
right to the tree of life, and ſhall 
enter into the gates of the city of 
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196 SERMON XV. 


the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 


ſalem, and to an innumerable com- 


pany of angels; — to the general aſ- 


ſembly and church of the firſt- born, 

that are written in heaven, and to 
God the judge of all, and to the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, — who 
have waſhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 1 5 


My God give us grace to live 


under the perpetual influence of this 
that by the habitual 


impreſſion of thoſe glories upon our 


expectation, 


imaginations, and the frequent ſend- 


ing forth our thoughts, and employ- 


ing them on the other world, —— we 
may diſentangle them from this,. 
and by ſo having our converſation in 


. 
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heaven whilſt we are here, we may 
be thought fit inhabitants for it here- 
after; that when God at the laſt 
day ſhall come with thouſands and 
ten thouſands of his ſaints to judge 
the world, we may enter with them 
into happineſs, and with angels and 
archangels, and all the company of 
heaven, we may praiſe and magnify 
his glorious name, and enjoy his pre- 
ſence for ever. 
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